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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My brother, 

 

I want to thank all the brothers who assisted with the Parish Festival these last few weekends.  Whether you 

helped set-up the poles, wires, and tarps, helped with cooking, serving, or manned the bar or hamburger and 

hot dog booth or just enjoyed the fellowship and the great food the parish greatly appreciated 

it.  We had quite an impressive number of brother knights who came out to assist and show 

our priest and the parish how helpful we could be.  Many hands do make light work.  Father 

Julito told me he was very thankful for the help, and knew our council would be able to come 

through.  I was also reminded it takes the whole council to run the activities we sponsor not 

just a couple brothers.  We can always use extra help. 

 

We do have one last step in regard to the festival, tear down will be this upcoming Saturday 

10/9 at 9:00 AM, please bring a ladder if you have one.  Again, many hands will make quick work of this 

project. 

 

Our council will have another activity coming up in October, it will be the start of our “Into The Breach” 

Series.  This was started by Supreme a year ago, and from what I have seen and read it appears to be very 

interesting.  Look for more details at our next meeting. 

 

Just one last note regarding our council, and donations to the parish and local communities.  Our council had 

a very successful online donation drive for the local Habitat for Humanity, I am happy to report we raised 

around $433.  Great job.  In addition, our council raised the money and purchased a new ice machine for the 

social hall.  Thanks to Keith Henry for helping install it. 

 

Remember as a brother knight generosity can come in the form of monetary donations and physical 

assistance. 

 

Thanks for all you do, 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,   

 

As we prepare to enter the month of October, allow me a moment to borrow a few thoughts from our state 

chapter and thank all of you for working hard on our goals for the Columbian Year which is to build and 

rebuild a vibrant council. Help us bring and keep this goal throughout the year and in every 

kind of weather.   

 

 Let us rebuild our council and church and reinvigorate our members and parishioners, instill 

Spirituality in our council and continue to pray for our council and its members, support our 

clergy, parish, and council, and encourage other parishioners and their families to join the 

Knights of Columbus. 

 

Let’s borrow a few lessons from the eagle on how to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives.  Eagles soar higher up in the sky than any other bird.  Eagles can fly without 

flapping their wings.  They do this by waiting on wind thermals to come up on them.  Just as our power is 

limited without the Holy Spirit, so is the strength of the eagle when they do not wait upon these wind thermals.  

  

When an eagle faces difficult times, as opposed to other birds that fly away from a storm to hide in safety 

until it passes, eagles turn directly into the storm clouds using the forces of the winds of the storm to fly even 

higher; and equally important, in the right direction!  

 

LET US BE EAGLES 

 

Also, in this year of Saint Joseph, let us also celebrate and observe the great Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

(October 4th).  In a wonderful and unique way, St. Francis is the World’s saint inspiring people everywhere 

for centuries. This remarkable man, born in the 13th Century, speaks boldly to us today   Let us follow in his 

footsteps for a few moments. 

 

First, Francis exemplifies an extraordinary love and companionship for all the created World. The powerful 

stories of his companionship with the animals invites us to pause and think about our relationship to the 

Natural World. St. Francis experienced the Word of God born anew in every flower, every blade of grass, 

and all that roams in the forest. He walked through the Natural World as if turning the pages of the Holy 

Scripture. The prayer of many people on his Feast Day is inspired by the openness of Francis to see God’s 

Word living in every aspect of the Created Order: “Teach us to see Your design, O God, in all of creation.” 

Imagine the reverence and respect we would have if we lived in our World with the heart of Francis. 

 

In the midst of war, crusade, and religious hostility, St. Francis crossed over the borders of hatred, prejudice, 

and misunderstanding to visit the Sultan of Egypt. The simplicity of Francis set him free to follow in the 

footsteps of his Master. Our Beloved Saint experienced the Divine Image in the face and heart of every 

person. The bold action of St. Francis sets the standard for our World today. We must have the simplicity 

and courage of heart to tear down the walls built by prejudice and fear. The example of Francis is an example 

we must follow before we hurt, reject or destroy anyone else. 

 

Finally, Francis encountered the poor, sick, and rejected of this World as if he entered into the Divine 

Presence. He experienced the broken heart of God in the broken flesh of those marginalized and discarded 



 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 3 

 

by the World. It was his privilege to touch their wounds and bring them comfort.  Here is the man who could 

dance in the rain, turn the World into a village, and enter the sanctuary of a wounded person’s heart.  

 

No wonder this Saint is the World’s Saint. Even God rejoices on the Feast of Francis who teaches us by word, 

song, and example what it means to be human and humane. 

 

A Blessed Feast Day, Holy Community. Thank you for your care of the Earth, your willingness to understand 

those who might be enemy, and cherishing the poor and broken of this World. May the Francis within you 

bless you forever.    Fr Thomas Bonacci 

 

May we all be like St Francis. 

 

Finally, My Brothers, let us keep everyone that is suffering from illness or the loss of a loved one in our 

prayers. And once again, I ask for your prayers and assistance as we continue to build momentum toward our 

vision for our council for God’s Greater Glory! 

  

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

We will hold the second of four in-person recruitment drives planned for this Columbian Year at all Parish 

Masses on Sat. & Sun., November 13/14. In the first quarter of this Columbian Year, three good Catholic 

men said “Yes” to joining the Knights and our council. We are hoping and praying for three 

more good men to join us this quarter. Our goal for the year is to recruit twelve new members 

to the Knights and our council. If we achieve this goal, then we have a good chance to make 

“Star Council”, which would be a great achievement for our council. 

 

I need your help in identifying Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-

law, a son, a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our 

council. Please send me your prospect’s name and contact info to 

rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-0638, or my landline at (916) 352-

3337.  

 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our national Knights’ organization has an on-line 

membership application form with instructions, and on-line, on-demand Exemplification (initiation) 

ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to 

a short application form to fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be 

taken to the Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four 

guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., What We Do for our 

Church, our Parish, our Community-at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. Also you will find 

Knight member application Form 100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet racks in the vestibule 

in our church. As an added incentive, our national organization is currently waiving the $30 annual dues for 

all new Knights for their first year. 

 

mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com?subject=Chancellor%20Website%20Link
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If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have our next in-person and on-line 

Exemplification Ceremony at 10:30 AM Saturday, October 23. Our council has recently advanced several 

First Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through these statewide on-line virtual Exemplification 

ceremonies. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“To Be Made Clean” 
 

So much has been written and said about this last year that we often begin to become weary and tired about 

the news.  We struggle with what is true and not true.  We can’t help but worry about our family and friends. 

Vaccinated or not, we feel the pain of loss of a family member or friend.  And in all this 

worry, we pray for the grace and mercy of Our Lord to help us during these difficult times.   

 

Over the last several months, the Sunday readings have reminded us about the love and 

mercy our Lord has for us. Each Sunday’s readings are intended to remind us of that love 

and how we must put our trust in him as we navigate our lives through all the challenges that 

we face.   

 

I’m reminded of the story in Mark 1: 40-45: JESUS CLEANSES A LEPER.  In this story, 

the leper comes to Jesus asking to be “made clean.” And Jesus “Moved with pity … touched him…and he 

was made clean.” Just another miracle? Or is there more to this story? Why was this miracle by Jesus 

important then and why is it important to us now? 

 

During ancient times, leprosy was a disease that was contagious and mysterious. There was no cure and 

resulted in a horrible death.  Leprosy rendered a person unclean, and was not allow to be part of the 

community; and, could not engage in any act of worship. As Bishop Barron so aptly points out in The Word 

on Fire Bible, the leper was not just concerned about his physical condition, “he was an Israelite in exile from 

the temple.” The cleansing of the leper not only spoke to the divinity of Jesus, but in healing his body, it gave 

the man the ablility to worship.  When the leper approaches Jesus, he makes a statement of faith, “If you 

choose, you can make me clean.”  

 

So why is this story important to us now? Leprosy is no longer a problem in our time. It is no longer a disease 

that causes us to run and hide. As a matter of fact, we’ve taken the stigma out of the disease by calling it 

“Hansen’s disease”, named after the scientist who discovered it cause, G.H. Amauer Hansen, in1873. And 

in the 1940s, a chemist by the name of Alice Ball developed the first injections to successfully treat and cure 

this dreaded disease.   
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I wonder if the message in this story goes beyond the physical healing of the leper? By healing the leper, 

Jesus begins the process of “right worship.” The man is no longer banished from his ability to worship.  

Maybe the leprosy of today is not a physical barrier to worship.  Maybe, the leprosy of today, is a spiritual 

one that attacks our very soul. Those things that we do or fail to do, that keep us away from God, from “right 

worship.” 

 

The leprosy of racism. How 

can we follow God’s 

commandment of “love thy 

neighbor” when we are ill with 

the “leprosy of racism?” The 

leprosy of an over inflated 

ego or pride.  Where’s the 

humility and the effort to serve 

those less fortunate? Jesus 

clearly tells us in scripture that 

he came to serve and not be 

served. Are we willing to do 

like wise or does our pride or 

ego get in the way? The 

leprosy of materialism.  We 

have heard it said many times, that we live in a materialistic society. Our success is measured by what we 

have and measure others by what they don’t have.  

 

Perhaps, the best definition for leprosy in our spiritual life are those sins that keep us from having the love 

and friendship that our Lord and God wants with us. As Marcellino D’Ambrosio in his book, Jesus: The Way, 

The Truth, And The Life, notes that there are two ways that we sin that can keep us away from having that 

close friendship with our Lord. Sins of commission, doing those things we know we must not do; those we 

often confess.  And sins of omission, those things we are asked to do like feed the hungry, shelter the poor, 

and love thy neighbor; and yet, we choose otherwise. 

 

As I reflect on Marks story, I too see myself as that leper. I know that God can heal me in my weakness and 

human frailty, if only I have faith in his loving kindness and mercy. As Bishop Barron often says in his 

opening remarks in his Sunday homilies, “hello, fellow sinners.” As Jesus healed the leper from his physical 

illness, Our Lord can heal us from our spiritual leprosy.  If we have the faith of the saints and believe in the 

mercy and love that God has for us, we too can be made clean. 

 

St. Augustine says it best, “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” 

 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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[Drone photo courtesy of Mad_Lad Visuals, Elk Grove] 

 

 

 
https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen 

 
As Dr. David Anders mentioned in a recent ‘Called to Communion’ broadcast on EWTN, scriptures do not 

depict the personality of Jesus, and Dr. Anders said he would rather avoid a movie whose director colors the 

author’s words with his or her own interpretations, and instead stay with the source book. But in case you 

haven’t seen or heard of the popular “The Chosen” TV series, it is free to watch. They offer a free app, or 

you can watch the series on a PC as linked above.  

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

01 - Miguel Romo  

02 - James Perry  

02 - Harry Said  

03 - Jose Nolasco  

03 - Jorge Rodriguez Jr 

04 - Sigmund Csicsery  

04 - William Riddle  

04 - David Vrban  

05 - Patrick Guerin  

05 - Clarence Kresha  

07 - Richard Fisher  

08 - Guillermo Uribe  

11 - Charles Obiora  

12 - George Loughner  

14 - Paul Romero  

16 - Russell Erwin  

18 - Bill Bickler  

18 - Richard Ramirez  

20 - James Millholland  

23 - Eric Taylor  

25 - William Yagley  

26 - Rafael Padilla  

26 - Joseph Shanabrook  

27 - Thomas Duval  

27 - Richard Schloemann  

28 - Richard Bauer Jr 

31 - Durval Avila  

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Mike Jones 698-0001 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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