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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

The month of October did bring us some good news we finally were able to move out of the moist restrictive 

Covid tier, perhaps we can begin to return to normalcy soon.  Indoor mass services have begun and I want to 

thank all the knights who serve as ushers, or are assisting at mass.  I know our priests are 

thankful. 

We did complete our virtual Tootsie Roll drive and I want to thank everyone who gave online 

or returned a canister, looks like we raised about $500 which will be donated to Project Ride.  

In addition I want to thank David Long for chairing this important fundraiser of ours.   

Our council sponsored a Mass Intention for those with Special Needs on 11/1 at the 9am 

mass and I want to thank all the brother knights who attended.  This was a great cause. 

While we still cannot have meetings on church property or dinners we do have a few virtual activities this 

month.  Our First Friday Rosary chaired by Phil Moralez will take place 11/6, and Dave Minister will be 

chairing the 9 day Novena later this month, Zoom links will be emailed in the future.   

Finally we will be having our virtual Food for Families Drive this month, it will be done virtually like our 

other events, all monies raised will be donated to Elk Grove Food Bank.  Please be generous and assist this 

worthwhile cause. 

Everyone have a Happy Thanksgiving and most importantly if you see a veteran thank them as this month 

brings us Veterans Day. 

Thanks for all you do, 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

As we have just celebrated Halloween and All Souls Day, this month we pray for the souls of our departed, 

but let’s not just do so only this month but continue throughout the year.  As we do pray for our departed, let 

us look forward because at the end of this month we will soon enter into Advent and celebrate 

the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.     

 

We have also seen the beatification of our founder Father Michael McGivney.  Your Knights 

of Columbus is offering FREE Online Membership in commemoration of the beatification. 

Please promote this gift of free first-year online membership to all potential members 

between now and December 31, 2020. Interested prospects should visit kofc.org/joinus, 

complete the membership application and enter promo code MCGIVNEY2020. 

 

We are going through a tumultuous time, a hot debated election, catastrophes such as the 

wildfires, COVID and soon the flu.  I pray that that you all are doing well, and I pray that this pandemic will 

end soon so we All can get together again.   But why wait until then, if you know of a brother you haven’t 

seen for a while, given him  a call, see how his is doing, I am sure he will be glad to hear from you. 

 

As I said last month, if you know of any brother knight that is in need, financially or otherwise, contact one 

of your officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

Hope you all stay safe and healthy, and bless you all, 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, we continue to reach out to parish men who have indicated an interest in the Knights, and 

invited them to join the Knights and our council. To make it simple and easy during this extraordinary time 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, our national Knights organization set up on-line membership 

application and on-line Exemplification ceremonies. Just google www.kofc.org/, click on the 

yellow “Join” box, and you will be taken directly to a Knights application form to fill out and 

submit. You can also google Knights of Columbus and be taken to the Home Page where you 

can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four guiding Principles 

(Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism), and our Mission – i.e., what we do for our Church, 

our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights.   

 

I need your help in identifying additional prospects in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, 

a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s names and contact info to chancellor@egknights.org, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638.  

 

If you are one of our ~50 First Degree Knights and would like to advance to Third Degree Knight status, 

please contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have another on-line 

https://www.kofc.org/joinus
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Exemplification opportunity coming up in November. During October we advanced two First Degree Knights 

to their Third Degrees through on-line Exemplification events. 

 

Although many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider using 

this time to advance your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous opportunities to join parish groups 

for Praying the Rosary, Adult Faith Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, the USCCB’s “Million Rosary 

March” (ongoing), etc. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to celebrate our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, Beatification on October 31st. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

When Prayers Aren’t Enough 

 
Have you ever wondered if God hears your prayers?  Does he even care? After all these months of praying 

for an end to the pandemic or end to the civil strife that exists in our country; does he even care? Has he 

finally, given up on us and is looking for another chosen people? 

 

November is the month where we pray for all the souls of our dearly departed and the souls 

of the Saints both known and unknown.  We ask the Saints for their intersession in our needs 

and times of trial.  And, yet, as you read the life story of many of the Saints, I would venture 

to say, that they asked the very same questions, I noted in the 1st paragraph.  

 

If they asked these very same questions, how did they become Saints? The common thread 

found in the lives of the Saints was that they took their eyes off themselves and focused on 

developing a oneness’ with the Lord.  They made God the center of their lives and from that center all things 

flowed.  They fell in love with God; they took what they knew and moved it from their head to their heart.  

Their heart became the “heart of Jesus.”  We are called to be that “heart.”  

 

The road to sainthood is a difficult journey and often a tiring one.  We have to overcome the competing 

demands of a secular world that tells us that power, pleasure, things and ego are more important than our 

spiritual life.  We often make choices that make our journey more difficult.  

 

And so, we pray: we ask for help and guidance; we asked for special prayers of healing for ourselves and our 

family; we ask for God’s mercy for our sins and indiscretions. We become check box Catholics. We check 

all the boxes of prayers: pray the rosary; pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet; pray special intentions; pray the 

Mass; and yes, we even pray to our special Saint. And after checking off all the boxes, we sometimes feel 

that the prayers aren’t enough.  
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We look at the life of the Saints. We see a common thread that marks their journey and gives us a way to 

follow on our path to sainthood. As in every journey, there are times when we will need to rest.  What better 

than a three-legged stool to rest upon and reflect on our journey. The stool symbolizes the oneness, we have 

with God. 

 

The strength of our stool is dependent on the strength of each leg.  No one leg is more important than the 

other. The strength and stability of that stool is determined on how we build it. 

 

The first leg is prayer. We know the power of prayer. And, yet sometime the prayers may seem mechanical 

or just going through the check list or maybe we know the words, but we don’t always listen to what we say.  

St. Bonaventure says it best: “When we pray, the voice of the heart must be heard more than proceedings 

from the mouth.” It would seem that the Saints prayed more with their hearts than with their mouth. 

 

The second leg is sacred scripture.  Every Saint in one way or another, was a student of “sacred scripture.” 

They knew what was expected of a follower of Christ and they lived the Beatitudes. St. Augustine tells us, 

“If you believe what you like in the Gospels, and reject what you don’t like, it is not the Gospel you believe, 

but yourself.” Not only must we become students of God’s word, we must be willing to embrace all that he 

tells us. 

 

And, the final and third leg is works of mercy and justice. This third leg can be the hardest to build, because 

we tend to find ourselves trying to measure our acts with the Saints, like St. Teresa of Calcutta or St. John 

Paul II or other great Saints. And so, we say, “I can’t be a Saint like them.” And we fall into Satan’s snare, 

we give up. St. Francis De Sales tells us that “great occasions for serving God come seldom, but little ones 

surround us daily.” It is the little works of mercy and justice that bring us to sainthood. The helping hand to 

someone in need, the volunteering at a food kitchen, or just a welcoming phone call to someone in need of a 

kind voice or just a simple smile to a child of God.  Being a Saint, is being the person that God created you 

to be. 

 

As we travel this journey together, let us pray well; read and listen to sacred scripture to live the word of 

God; and let us serve the people of God through our acts of mercy and justice.  And in so doing, you will be 

the Saint that our Father knows you can be.  

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

07 - Joseph S Wagstaff  

09 - Natanael N Garcia  

12 - Andrew Jeff Van Horn  

13 - Dan Wayne  

13 - David M Brabender  

14 - Tom M Wootton Jr  

16 - Ronald L Fiorica  

18 - Jose A Cisneros  

19 - David A Long  

20 - Robert W De Marco  

21 - Jose F Espinoza  

22 - Armando Lee  

23 - Dolreich S Fua  

24 - Tim S Hagyard  

25 - Carlos M Vina  

28 - Mario A Cerezo  

29 - Julius B Roberto  

30 - Paul K Niemann  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

DAVID & EPSIE LONG 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Membership-Dues-c33016217
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla  

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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