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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

 

As we continue our Lenten journey our state is in recovery mode from the virus.  Churches have been allowed 

to re-open with limited capacity, and I am very grateful to all the brother knights who have stepped up to 

assist with mass; be in as an usher, contact tracer, or cleaning up afterwards, I know Fr. Julito 

and Fr Fernando are very grateful for the support during this difficult time. 

 

During the month of February, I presented the proceeds from our councils Virtual Food Drive 

to the Elk Grove Food Bank.  Since we donated $1,500 our council will have its name 

engraved on a brick on their new building.  Thank you for your generosity.  I could tell by 

the Executive Directors reaction they were in dire need for donations. 

 

During this month we will be having our virtual fundraiser for the wheelchair drive. This benefits the more 

than 100 million people around the globe in desperate need of a wheelchair; that lack the funds to acquire 

one.  I have been told firsthand accounts of brother knights passing out the wheelchairs in various parts of 

the country and they always express how thankful the recipient and family were to receive a wheel chair.  I 

understand we are in a time of vast uncertainty, just remember how blessed we are at this time. 

 

The Knights of Columbus Council 7241 is making available three (3) $750 scholarships for graduating 

seniors for the academic year of 2020-2021. Candidates must be active members of St. Joseph Parish or the 

Mission Church of St. Vincent de Paul and complete the necessary items listed on the application. Scholarship 

applications may be obtained from https://www.egknights.org and your local high school counselor’s office. 

Applications must be submitted by 4pm on April 2, 2020. Please see the application for further instructions. 

If you have any questions, please contact Nick Garcia via email at knights7241scholarship@gmail.com  I 

want to thank Nick Garcia, and those on the scholarship committee for their hard work on this task each year. 

 
In closing I want to thank all the knights who assisted with the funeral services for, Ivan Castellanos.  Whether it was 

helping in person, donating to our fundraiser, or donating directly to the family that is what being a brother knight is 

all about to me.  We helped a family in need during a very difficult time.  They will still need our help, but we made 

things a little easier that day. 

 

Thanks, 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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https://egknights.org
https://www.egknights.org/images/KofC_Scholarship_Application_2020-2021.pdf
mailto:knights7241scholarship@gmail.com
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

Well, here we are.  Lent has begun and we should be praying, sacrificing and getting ready to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord.  Before you know it, Easter will upon us soon.  Between now and then, let us take 

an inward look at ourselves, what have we sacrificed? Time?  Money?  Let us continue to 

think about our tenets, charity and unity.  Churches are opening, we are meeting inside, 

though with a limited amount.  Check the parish website, there may be a need for volunteers 

to help at masses.  Your council has several charities it sponsors during the year and many 

of these are on the website. Keep an eye there as there could be requests for donations for 

charitable reasons.   

 

Do you know a brother in the need of help, financially or otherwise? Contact one of your 

officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

If you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see how his is doing, I am sure he will 

be glad to hear from you.   

 

Anybody need Knight apparel?  Contact Brother Jorge Rodrigues, he’ll help you fill your needs. 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, we continue to reach out to parish men who have indicated an interest in the Knights, and 

invite them to join the Knights and our council. To make it simple and easy during this extraordinary time of 

pandemic, our national Knights’ organization has an on-line membership Application form 

and bi-monthly on-line Exemplification ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ 

website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a short application form to fill 

out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be taken to the 

Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four 

guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., What 

We Do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother 

Knights. Also you will find Knight member application Form 100’s and info on becoming a 

Knight in the pamphlet rack on the north wall of the vestibule in our church.   

 

I need your help in identifying Catholic men prospects in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a 

son, a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s name and contact info to chancellor@egknights.org, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638, or my landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights and would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have another in-person and on-line 

Exemplification opportunity at 10:30 AM on Saturday, March 27, 2021. Our Council has recently advanced 

https://www.kofc.org/JoinUs
mailto:chancellor@egknights.org
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several First Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through CA statewide on-line virtual Exemplification 

ceremonies. 

 

Although many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider using 

this special time of Lent to further develop your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous on-line 

opportunities to join the Knights and our parish in Praying the Rosary on First Fridays, Stations of the Cross 

on Fridays at both 12 Noon (virtual) and 6 PM (in person), Adult Faith Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, 

Novenas for Life, etc. FYI, our church is now open for Adoration weekdays and weekends during Lent. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

What Songs Do You Listen To? 
 

When I think of music, I think of songs that I love to listen to or sing-along in the car. Songs can be like a 

musical diary of our lives. Songs can remind us of the good times while growing up. Maybe a friendship 

gained or love lost, but one thing is certain, music has an impact on our hearts. What are the 

favorite songs in your diary? Or maybe, you’re like me, I may not know a title, but the minute 

I hear the song, it brings back memories of the past; maybe, it’s that first date and it became 

“your song”; or, the first big trip and it brought back the fun times that you had. Maybe, it 

was a song that opened your heart to the love of another person or the loss of a love one. Or 

maybe, the song was a way of dealing with the pain of the harshness of life.  

 

As for me, music has always been an important part of my life. At age 4, I fell in love with 

the sound of the violin. I would listen to classical music just to hear the beautiful sound that 

came from that instrument. Finally, at age 6, I was given the gift of a used violin from a neighbor so I could 

begin learning how to play.  At 18, I decided I needed to move on, but I never lost my love for the music that 

came out of that beautiful instrument.  

 

Many of you have similar stories and your love for music continues today. In the songs we sing; in the 

instruments we play or have played; and, in the love just to listen to the sounds that touch our hearts. Perhaps, 

that’s why many of us miss the music in Mass. When we sing in Mass, we sing with the angels and saints in 

giving our Lord, Jesus Christ, right praise. 

 

So, what about our song diaries? What contemporary songs do you have that bring you closer to God?  

 

As I reflect on my diary, three songs come to mind during this season of Lent. The first is the song by Simon 

& Garfunkel, “Sound of Silence.” The opening lyrics, “Hello darkness my old friend. I’ve come to talk with 
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you again...”During Lent, we are asked to focus more time in development of prayer. When we silence the 

noise around us and begin a dialogue with our Lord, we can listen to his guiding words, through scripture 

and songs in our hearts. When I hear this song, it reminds me of the need to find that time in contemplative 

prayer to remove the darkness in my heart that my sins have cause and pray to our Lord for peace and 

forgiveness.  

 

The second song is by Edwin Star, “War (What is it good for?)”. You are probably asking, why a song about 

“war’? How does this song reflect my Lenten Journey? You may recall the first week of Lent, when Jesus is 

tempted by Satan. The Passion Story of our Lord is about evil trying to have Jesus silenced and finally have 

him killed. But in the end, Jesus, our Risen Lord, has the last word. One only need to look around and see 

that we are in a “war” of spiritual combat.  

 

And the third song by Ed Sheeran, “Perfect.” What a beautiful song of love: “I found a love for me...I found 

a girl beautiful and sweet...knew you were that someone waiting for me...” The third practice, we are asked 

to do during Lent is be generous in our alms giving to the poor and those in need. What better way to share 

in God’s love for us, than by sharing that love with those most in need. Know that there is someone waiting 

for you to share God’s love with them. 

 

Lent is a time of prayer and reflection. I encourage you to spend more time with scripture this Lent. The 

Bible is full of songs to listen to and read. The book of Psalms has a collection of 150 sacred prayers and 

songs. This book is often referred to by many theologians as the song book of the Bible.  The title “Psalms” 

comes from the Greek word for song, psalmos. 

 

As you travel on your Lenten Journey, find those Psalms that sing to your heart for they are the music that 

touch our Christian soul; they bring the silence we need to quiet a restless heart; they remind us of the love 

that God has for us; and, they give us the strength to fight the spiritual battles of Satan’s constant attack on 

our faith mission.  

 

May this Lent bring you many spiritual blessings and may God’s love songs open up your heart to the many 

graces he has waiting for you. May the diary of songs in your heart bring you closer to our Lord this season 

of Lent. “And may the Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be always in your heart.” (St. Paul of the Cross) 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

03 - Edward L Maldonado  

04 - Gary A Lomazzi  

05 - Michael E D Auria  

12 - Martin M Martinez Jr  

14 - Roy W Mc Carty  

15 - Linus M Pittman  

17 - Roger Anthony Baht  

21 - Michael I Smyth  

21 - Pedro B Reyes  

22 - Paul J Clancy  

27 - Curtis K Greenhagen  

29 - Francisco Mayorga 

 

 

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla  

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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