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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

 

As the Columbian Year draws to a close, I want to thank my fellow officers and brother 

knights for all their assistance this past year.  It was certainly not easy, we had to embrace 

technology, had to put almost all of our fundraising events on hold, and were not allowed to 

meet in person.  While it was certainly a challenge, we as knights answered the call.  Rather 

than focus on the negative we should think about the positives from this past Columbian 

Year. 

 

• We established a “Knights in Need Fund” to help our brothers out who may have fallen on hard times.  

Whether it included a monetary or light construction/renovation need. 

• We stepped up to assist in many facets of weekly/daily Mass; such as helping with sign-ups, 

collection, and disinfecting the chairs/pews after Mass. 

• We “passed the hat” or virtually fundraised over $1500 for Elk Grove Food Bank, over $500 for St 

Elizabeth Ann Seaton Schools 8th grade brunch. 

• We donated coats to the Cathy O’Neill clothes closet. 

• We put together an extremely successful drive thru tri tip drive raising over $3500 in profit to purchase 

a new ice maker for the hall. 

 

Our Council will attain both the Columbian Award, and the Insurance Award. 

 

During a pandemic and a very difficult year all around, we should be very proud of our accomplishments.  

As I mentioned earlier this Columbian Year when the phone rings the knights always answer the call. 

 

In closing I do want to invite all the brothers back for our regular meeting 6/10 at 7:30.  While there will not 

be any food served due to Covid-19 protocols it would be nice to see you again.  The meeting has changed, 

but the faces at the meeting have not.  Why not stop by and just see how everyone is doing?  We have certainly 

missed you the last 15 months. 

 

This year was very successful despite all of its challenges, while it was not easy, we did a commendable job! 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

We will be having a recruiting drive later this summer, once the church is fully opened. If you know a good 

Catholic gentleman who is not a member of the Knights, invite him to join.  Information is available in the 

vestibule, just as you enter the church or contact a brother or recommend that the person look 

at the Knights of Columbus Website at KofC.org/joinus.     

 

With the eventual opening of the church and state, your Knights of Columbus Council 7241 

officers have been thinking about the future.  We are looking have a car show later this year 

and will need a chairperson to oversee it.  Please contact me or any officer if you can chair 

this event.  Also, early next year we are looking at the possibility of having a crab feed, 

possibly a sweetheart’s dinner, and more exciting activities.  But we cannot do them without 

your help, so when the call goes out, just say, Here I am.    

 

 You know, I can’t repeat this often enough, if you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him 

a call, see how his is doing, I am sure he will be glad to hear from you.   

 

If you know a brother in the need of help, financially or otherwise? Contact one of your officers, there are 

programs that might help. 

 

As I said last month things are loosening up, but please be careful, as long as the medical folks want us to 

wear masks, wear a mask.   We still need to social distance.  Vaccinations are still being given, so if you 

haven’t had yours, please get it.  Remember only you can help prevent COVID.  Only you, your 

friends/relatives, and those you meet on the street will help to open the church fully.  

 

Speaking of opening the church fully, if you haven’t read Bishop Soto’s Letter to the Faithful on New 

Protocols and Ministry, here it is as printed on the Diocese website: 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

Starting Friday, June 18, 2021, Pastors may accommodate the faithful for the celebration of the 

Sacrifice of the Mass as well as other sacramental and worship services at 100% of the seating 

capacity in the parish churches. 

 

I am rescinding the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Starting Sunday, 

June 20, 2021 all the Catholic faithful in the Diocese of Sacramento are obliged to personally attend 

and actively participate in the Sunday celebration of the Sacrifice of the Mass (Canon 1247).  Pastors 

and the faithful are counseled that individuals are not obligated to attend the Eucharist on Sunday or 

other obligatory solemnities if they are sick, have a vulnerable health condition, are caring for 

someone with a vulnerable health condition, or have other serious reasons (Canon 1245; Catechism 

of the Catholic Church, 2181). 

 

All the faithful are reminded of the perennial obligation to keep holy the Lord’s Day by observing 

Sunday with prayer, spiritual reflection, works of mercy, fellowship, and rest. 

 

https://www.kofc.org/joinus
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Pastors and the faithful should continue to observe sensible public health precautions: 

 

• Practice frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer. 

• Refrain from hand shaking and other forms of physical contact with others outside of one’s 

household. 

• Continue to clean the pews at least twice on Sundays and other days when there are multiple 

services. 

• Facial masks are still encouraged. 

• Priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers should continue to use facial masks for the 

distribution of communion.  During the distribution of communion priests, deacons, and 

extraordinary ministers should have sanitizer available for use when needed. 

 

For communion, the distribution of the cup is still suspended. 

 

The exchange of the sign of peace during Mass may resume. The faithful should refrain from gestures 

of physical touching with persons outside of one’s household. A respectful bow or wave is 

encouraged. 

 

Congregational singing may resume.  Musicians and choirs should observe sensible public health 

precautions.  Pastors should use their discretion based on local circumstances regarding the use of 

facial masks by musicians, cantors, and choirs. 

 

Liturgical processions may resume:  Entrance procession, the gospel procession, the procession of 

the offertory gifts, and the recessional procession. 

 

It is recommended that the collection baskets be handled only by the ushers rather than passed from 

person to person. 

 

Holy Water may be made available to the faithful in the traditional fonts at the entrance of the church. 

 

Livestreaming the Sunday celebrations of the Sacrifice of the Mass for the benefit of those who cannot 

attend in person due to illness or other circumstances noted above is encouraged. 

 

All the faithful are encouraged to receive the COVID-19 vaccination when available.  Consult with 

your doctor regarding any personal health concerns. 

 

Other ministerial, catechetical, and social gatherings may resume while also observing sensible 

public health precautions as outlined above.  Pastors should take additional precautions for the 

handling of food and the provision of materials to avoid the use of shared utensils.  Avoiding self-

serve options for food and drink is encouraged. 

 

The return to regular congregational gatherings will be welcomed by many.  Mutual respect, charity 

and patience should be cheerfully exercised so that all the members of the Body of Christ are 

welcomed and encouraged by this blessed opportunity.  Over the course of the long pandemic journey 

we have learned the personal duty we have for one another’s spiritual and physical health whenever 

we gather and even when we are apart.  The risks of infection still threaten us.  Our communion with 

the charity and mercy of Christ will help safeguard us and lead us on the path of holiness together. 
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May the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary and St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse, bring an 

end to the pandemic and fill us with the joy and hope of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Respectfully, 

+Jaime Soto 

Bishop of Sacramento 

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, please join me in welcoming our newest Knight, Richard Cea, a member of our Parish since 

the early 1970’s, to our Council! To-date, four men have joined the Knights and our Council this Columbian 

Year 2020-21, but we would like to have several more men join us soon! 

 

We continue to reach out to parish men and invite them to join the Knights and our Council. 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our national Knights’ organization has an 

on-line membership Application form with instructions and bi-monthly on-line 

Exemplification (initiation) ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, 

“KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a short application form to fill out and 

submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be taken to the Home Page 

where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four guiding Principles of 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., What We Do for our Church, our Parish, our 

Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. Also, you will find Knight member 

application Form 100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet rack on the north wall of the vestibule 

in our church. As an added incentive, our national organization is waiving the $30 annual dues for all new 

members for one year. 

 

I really need your help in identifying Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, 

a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s name and contact info to rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638, or my landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have our next in-person and on-line 

Exemplification Ceremony at 10:30 AM Saturday, June 19. Our Council has recently advanced several First 

Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through these statewide on-line virtual Exemplification ceremonies. 

 

Our St. Joseph Church is now open for weekday and weekend Masses without having to make on-line 

reservations. Fr. Julito recently gave us permission to hold small, in-person council meetings in the parish 

hall and to host parish events, such as the upcoming St. Joseph Family Picinic on Friday, June 25th beginning 

at 5:30 PM. We are slowly re-opening and getting back to performing many important works of charity 

benefiting our parishioners and our community. 

https://www.kofc.org/joinus
mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com
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In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“A Journey of Love” 
 

It all started with Lent.  A time to focus on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. A time to develop that one-on- 

one relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ.  A time to ask for forgiveness for the things we failed to do and 

the courage to change.  The journey was not easy. It required time, time for prayer and more 

prayer; it required giving something up in our fasting, eating less so we could focus on the 

love our Lord was offering; and, it required giving to those who were in need through 

almsgiving, people we didn’t know – loving our neighbor as our Lord loves us.  

 

But we knew how this part of the journey would end.  We’ve been down this path many 

times – a lifetime. Every Lent, we pledge to do better than the previous years, and we take 

several steps forward and pray, not to take many steps back.  The journey this year was 

especially harsh with the pandemic and the restrictions that changed the way we worshiped.  

We lost loved ones and it was difficult to say the goodbyes as we have in the past.  

 

And yet, through these difficult times, our Lord walked with us and we followed him on the “road to Calvary.” 

During this journey, he taught us how to love; to love him as well as our neighbors.  

 

Easter Season came and the journey was more joyful. Through his death and resurrection of our Lord, he 

gives us hope and new life.  And again, our Lord blessed us with his love. We find that as disciples of Jesus 

our journey continues.  Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, reminds us how our Lord is merciful 

to us. He knows our transgressions, he knows how difficult the journey may be, but he is merciful to each of 

us and all he asks is that we love him and show mercy to others as he is merciful to us.  

 

A journey requires strength of purpose and commitment to one greater than oneself. It requires the strength 

to share the message of “truth” that Jesus has given us. The mission of discipleship requires a fire of hope 

and love. And thus, on Pentecost Sunday, our Lord and God breathes the fire of the “Holy Spirit” to guide us 

on our journey of truth and love. 

 

And now we know, the journey doesn’t end here. The call to discipleship is a life long journey. It began with 

our Baptism and will end, when we are called home to our Heavenly Father. Through this journey of Lent 

and Easter, we have been reminded of Jesus call to us and what we as his disciples are required to do. Marks 

Gospel 12:28-32 says it best: One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “Which is the first of all the 

commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
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The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than 

these.” 

 

So, you see, our life as disciples of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, is a journey of love. I am reminded of an 

analogy that Bishop Robert Barron made in one of his presentations about faith and love. His question was 

one of “how committed are you in your faith and love for our Lord?” He used the example of a bridegroom 

on his wedding day being asked by his bride. She asked “how committed and faithful will you be in our 

marriage?” He answered, “I promise I will be faithful to you at least 90% of the time.”  

Jesus didn’t say that the commandment to love was part-time.  When he asked St. Peter three times “do you 

love me?” He wasn’t asking for part-time love. Our Lord loves us 100%, not 90% or 75% or when he feels 

like it. He loves us even when we don’t feel we are worthy. 

 

I believe that when our journey comes to an end.  Our Lord and Our God will ask us two questions: 

 

Do you love me?  And like the bridegroom, how much? 

 

What will you answer him?  

 

May we continue to grow in our journey of love for God and for one another. 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

04 - Frank Costello  

04 - Francisco Miranda  

05 - Jeffery Schiele  

11 - Jerry Pascoe  

12 - Michael Pittman  

13 - Larry Lawrence  

18 - Larry Lawrence  

20 - Brian Steck  

21 - Gary Withrow  

23 - Niel Evans  

23 - Felipe Herrera  

23 - Simeon Lim  

23 - David Rios Sr 

24 - Roubart Capcap  

24 - Donald Richter  

25 - Victor Tovar  

26 - Daniel Ynacay  

27 - Ervin Kroner  

29 - David Hanifan  

29 - David Motz  

30 - Jesus Castellanos  

 

 

LIST OF OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

 

Here is a list of nominations received so far for the 2021-2022 Columbian Year. Final nominations will be 

accepted at the Business meeting on June 10th, after which the elections will be held. 

 

Grand Knight: John M Slamkowski 

Deputy Grand Knight: Ron Fiorica 

Chancellor: R David Minister 

Warden: Rafael Padilla 

Treasurer: John J Slamkowski 

First Year Trustee: Cliff Bollong 

Second Year Trustee: Bill Bickler 

Third Year Trustee: Jorge Rodriguez 

Recorder: David Long 

Outside Guard: Dan Fua 

Inside Guard: Don Schulte 

Advocate: VACANT 

Lecturer: Phil Moralez 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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