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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

 

As we start a new Columbian Year, I want to use a message of positivity and borrow the phrase our State Deputy Noel 

Panlilio is using for this year “We Shall Rise Again.”  Our council is rising to begin the Columbian year, the examples 

are endless.  We have already met in person twice, our second meeting drawing over 30 Knights!  Let’s keep the 

momentum going.  Our meetings follow the guidelines as far as social distancing goes, and if you 

wish to wear a mask you may.   In addition, we took an active role in the parish picnic; at Fr Julito’s 

request our council: signed up parishioners to attend, set up tables and chairs, cooked and served hot 

dogs, hamburgers, mac salad, cookies, and chips to over 350 attendees, and cleaned up after the event.  

It was a massive success and was great to see all the familiar faces helping out once again. 

 

As far as council programs, we will be approaching Fr Julito soon to schedule fundraiser activities, 

and we will start Into the Breach soon.  If you have any ideas, please reach out to me or any other 

officer.  We also might be having a memorial mass for our brothers who passed away during Covid-

19, more details will follow. 

 

We are allowed to do in person recruiting again, and I am working with our chancellor to schedule our recruiting drives 

for this Columbian Year.  In addition, dues for new members joining through December of this year are waived, so 

they can join and see first-hand what we do! 

 

Additionally, we have a fund for knights in need, while it may not be “macho, cool, or manly” thing to do, if you are 

in need of assistance be it monetary or just with work around the house, please let us know.  It will remain anonymous; 

we are Knights and we take care of our own. 

 

In closing, I want to take a moment to ask us all to reflect on what it means to be a knight.  It is very important to 

remember the degrees of charity, unity and fraternity.  I also want to ask one favor, if you know a brother knight who 

you have not seen in a while, please reach out to them.  Or better yet, invite them to a meeting, I want to stress that we 

have been separated as brothers in Christ, but the bond that made us all join the Knights still exists.  The meetings are 

being held in person, the second Thursday of each month in the St Mary room or gym with dinner starting at 6:30.   

 

The menu for this meeting is: Pizza, Salad and chips.  I hope to see you there! 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 
Brothers,  

 

Happy New Year! 

 

We are in a new Columbian year. At the June meeting the brothers decided to keep the same slate of officers we had 

last year.  I guess that since we didn’t do much last year, we need another to prove our “stuff” or maybe even get it 

right this time.  However, it was a successful year, we gained new members and had a successful fundraiser.  This year 

the state chapter has set the theme to be “Let us rise again, so let us make this year even better, even more successful 

and this year let us rise again.  

 

With the church being opened 100% now, let us keep it that way.  Let us: 

 

• Practice frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer. 

• Refrain from hand shaking and other forms of physical contact with others outside of one’s household. 

• Continue to clean the pews at least twice on Sundays and other days when there are multiple services. 

• Facial masks are still encouraged. 

 

Recruiting new members/brothers is always part of the course of 

business.  This year our state chapter is offering a religious medal as a 

thank you for joining the Order or recruiting a new member.  

Recruiters will also be awarded a chain once they have recruited three 

or men cumulatively for this Columbian Year.  The July medal will be 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 

 

Free Online Membership has been extended to December 31, 2021!  

All Brothers in every Council should focus on Online Membership for 

recruitment.  

 

As you may know the Vatican has declared this year as the Year of Saint Joseph for the Universal Church.  In response 

to the call of Pope Francis, the diocese is offering the Journey with St. Joseph Pilgrimage commencing on June 19, 

2021, and ending on December 7, 2021. The pilgrimage sites will be those churches named for Saint Joseph:  Our 

parish is one of those sites.  So if you see someone you do not recognize or who looks lost, welcome them to the parish 

and assist them in any way you can   

 

You know, I can’t repeat this often enough, if you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see 

how his is doing, I am sure he will be glad to hear from you.  

  

If you know a brother in the need of help, financially or otherwise? Contact one of your officers, there are programs 

that might help. 

 

Let us rise again! 

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 
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CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, please join me in welcoming our newest Knight, Alexander Ohnemus, son of our newest 

Third Degree Knight Jason Ohnemus, to our Council. Six men in good-standing with the Catholic Church 

joined the Knights and our Council this past Columbian Year, and we would like to have at 

least twelve men join us in our new Columbian Year 2021-22. 

 

We continue to reach out to parish men and invite them to join the Knights and our Council. 

Towards that end, we will be holding the first of four quarterly in-person recruitment drives 

at all parish Masses on Sat. & Sun., July 24/25.  

 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our national Knights’ organization has an 

on-line membership Application form with instructions and bi-monthly on-line Exemplification (initiation) 

ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to 

a short application form to fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be 

taken to the Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four 

guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., What We Do for our 

Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. Also, you will find 

Knight member application Form 100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet rack on the north 

wall of the vestibule in our church. As an added incentive, our national organization is waiving the $30 annual 

dues for all new members for their first year. 

 

I need your help in identifying Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, a son-

in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your prospect’s 

name and contact info to rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-0638, or my 

landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have our next in-person and on-line 

Exemplification Ceremony at 10:30 AM Saturday, July 24. Our Council has recently advanced several First 

Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through these statewide on-line virtual Exemplification ceremonies. 

 

Fr. Julito recently gave us the “green light” to hold in-person council meetings in the parish hall and to host 

parish events, such as the very successful and well-attended Parish Family Picnic on Friday, June 25th. We 

are slowly re-opening and getting back to performing many important works of charity benefiting our 

parishioners and our community. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 
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LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“Do You Pray With Joy?” 
 

 On June 15, 2021, the State of California made it official; we could now begin to return to some of the 

activities we had been doing before the pandemic stopped us in our tracks.  We longed for things to return to 

the days before COVID: eat at our favorite restaurant without having to order take-out; take 

a trip to the coast and stay at a nice hotel and relax away from that home that seems to have 

imprisoned us; to visit family and friends, we hadn’t seen in over a year; and, to gather in 

community and worship without having to reserve a seat or, to have to watch it virtually with 

no ability to receive the sacraments.  

 

And there were those, who lost jobs; lost their homes or places to live; faced a poverty of 

love; children impacted by school closures and having to learn with on-line classes; and, 

many of us lost love ones (600 thousand and counting) to a virus that kept us from saying a 

simple good bye.  

 

How did we respond to this time of change?  For many, we prayed; we used all the tools that our faith has 

taught us: pray the rosary daily; pray The Chaplet of Divine Mercy; read to increase our faith knowledge; 

and, participate in on-line programs. For many, we began reading the Bible for the first time; we joined study 

groups so we could learn from home more about what we had read. And, we never stopped praying! 

 

June 15th, has come and passed, and I think of the readings for the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time. In 

Sunday’s readings, we hear from The Book of Job (38:1, 8-11) and from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

(4:35-41) the many storms we face in our lives and the storms to come. In Mark’s Gospel, we hear the story 

of the disciples in a boat with our Lord as they encounter “a violent squall” and they fear for their lives. As 

Jesus sleeps, his disciples wake him because they are terrified and filled with fear as to what might happen. 

And what does Jesus ask them, “Why are your terrified? Do you not yet have faith?” 

 

On June 16th, did the storms in your life go away? Did the opening of restaurants and stores give you a sense 

of peace and security? Did you feel that your children or grand children are now safe to go back to school?  

 

And so, we pray! We pray for the end of violence; pray for the end of abortion; pray for the end of racial 

injustice; pray for the safety of our love ones; pray for a greater unity in our Church; and, we pray for Divine 

Mercy, so we may be merciful and the instruments of God’s peace and love to all whom we meet.  

 

In June’s Gospel readings, we hear of the love our Lord has for us as we weather the storms in our lives. In 

Matthew’s Gospel, we hear the story of the cleansing of the leper (8:1-4); and, the centurion who appeals to 

Jesus to heal his servant (8:5-17).  In Mark’s Gospel, we hear the healing of the woman afflicted with 

hemorrhages; and, the raising of the 12 yr. old daughter of a synagogue official. (7:6, 12-14).  And yet, 

sometimes our fear is greater than our faith. 

 

Father Mike Schmitz, in his homily on the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time shares the story of a young 

couple who had the best life that they could want. As we would say, they had it all. They prayed with thanks 

and joy for all their blessings. They had great faith in all that God had given them. Then one day a storm 

entered into their lives and he was diagnosed with a brain tumor that would end his earthly life.  Later that 

week, Jennifer and Nick received news that they were to become parents.  
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Maybe you know a Jennifer and Nick, or maybe you’ve been in that storm. We are called as disciples of 

Jesus Christ to have faith in our Lord. What is faith but trust in God. In Mark’s Gospel, maybe Jesus’ question 

should have been to his disciples, do you not trust me? So often, in the storms of our lives, we forget that 

Jesus is with us and that our faith and trust in him will get us through those storms. 

 

Jennifer and Nick choose to have “everyday courage” and trust in the Lord. Nick lived for 15 years before 

the tumor took his life. They choose to run into the storm and not away from it. Nick decided to live every 

day with faith and the life that God had given him. During those fifteen years, Jennifer and Nick adopted two 

more children and Nick took up running. One might say that he lived his life in trust and faith in preparation 

for the life to come. He lived his life with “everyday courage”.  

 

In 2013, Pope Francis’, Apostolic Exhortation, EVANGELII GAUDIUM, The Joy of the Gospel, affirmed 

our call to be true disciples of Jesus Christ. Through our Baptism and the holy sacraments, we are called by 

our actions and works as Fr. Mike Schmitz would say, as “Christians run into the storm” because we know 

that Christ our Savior is there. We have faith and trust in him. Like Jennifer and Nick, who chose to run into 

the storm, we too must make that choice and have that “everyday courage” that brings us closer to the eternal 

life that God promises all who have faith. 

 

As God’s faithful community, we have weathered this storm through acts of mercy and prayer. And yet, we 

know like all storms, there is a calm. We wonder if another storm is brewing or are we at a point in our lives, 

like the disciples in Matthew’s Gospel where fear has blocked out the joy in our prayers. Even during 

troubled times, our prayers can still have joy when we have faith and trust in Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

As disciples of our Lord, let us continue to joyfully pray for one another and for the intentions of our Church 

community. Know that by the power of our faith, we can weather any storm that life gives us. And by our 

works of mercy and love, we can lead others as Jesus has called us to do. As Bobby Angel, from Word on 

Fire, would say. “For all of us called by Christ, sitting on the sidelines is not an option.” 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

02 - Martin Martinez Sr 

03 - William Montoya  

07 - Paul Copsey  

08 - Keith Henry  

09 - Paul Horton  

11 - John Philipps  

14 - Robert Guerin  

17 - Fred Vallot  

18 - Frank Cable  

19 - Richard Bueche  

20 - Donald Schulte  

21 - Alvaro Iaccopucci  

23 - Robert Geban  

23 - Michael Olds  

23 - Angel Perez  

23 - Brima Renner  

23 - Philip Teeters  

25 - John Donnelly  

25 - Drew Gwerder  

26 - Blake Beaudry  

27 - Jackson Campbell  

27 - Robert Church  

27 - Joseph Gonsalves  

28 - Victor Contreras  

28 - Ken Pierson  

29 - Yonnie Langham Sr 

30 - Peter Vacura  

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Mike Jones 698-0001 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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