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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

Brother Knights, 

I hope you all had a restful Advent/Christmas Season and are having a good start to your new year.   

I wish to start by thanking Dennis Zanardi and all of those who helped with pie sales or 

bought a pie.  We were able to raise enough money to donate 2 cases of coats to Cathy’s 

Clothes Closet, donate $500 to the Elk grove Food Bank, and donate $500 to the seminarians.  

This is what it being a brother knight is all about, charity. 

I also want to pass along my thanks to all who came to the spouse’s dinner.  I heard quite a 

few complements, and it was good to see old faces again.  The purpose of the event is to 

thank our wives for allowing us to partake in this fraternal brotherhood. 

In addition I want to thank Curt Greenhagen, Richard Cea, Bill Montoya and Niel Evans for the help with 

the parking for the Christmas Eve mass.  Father Julito told me how much he appreciated our efforts. 

The next fundraiser for the council will be the Surf and Turf dinner January 22nd, tickets are $30 and are 

available after mass for the next two weekends.  Please support our council and this opportunity to see your 

fellow brothers in Christ.   

Finally our chancellor, financial secretary and I are announcing a new referral program to try to recruit 7 

more catholic gentlemen into our council.  You can read about it in his report, please help David minister out 

in his quest to help us earn star council. 

Thanks again for all you do. 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers, 

 

I hope you had a happy and safe Christmas and New Year!   

 

We are in a new month, a new year and the second half of the Columbian year.  Let us hope 

and pray that this new year is better than the last, though the pandemic continues there is 

hope in sight with the vaccines being distributed and hope fully will get to us soon.  We begin 

this year with hope as we celebrate the epiphany and baptism of the Lord.      

 

This month we will be having our first event of the year, Surf and Turf dinner.  Come and 

support the Knights and the charities it supports. 

 

This past month, the world lost Nobel prize winner Desmond Tutu. In his Nobel speech he 

said, God created us for fellowship. God created us so that we should form the human family, existing 

together because we were made for one another. We are not made for an exclusive self-sufficiency but for 

interdependence, and we break the law of our being at our peril.   

 

Indeed, we need one another. As we begin a New Year, we are inspired by the example of this great person 

who served humankind with his humor, goodwill, humility, and prophetic courage. We need to stand up for 

what is right and just. The quest for peace necessitates the pursuit of justice, recognizing the rights and dignity 

of all peoples.  (-Fr Tom Bonacci) 

 

May he rest in peace. 

 

Hey, if you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see how his is doing, I am sure 

he will be glad to hear from you.   

 

This cannot be said too much, if you know of any brother knight that is in need, financially or otherwise, 

contact one of your officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

Let us remember, the more we contemplate and imitate the humanity of Jesus, so the more will we come to 

share in his divinity. – Bishop Jaime Soto 

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy and have a happy new year. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 
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CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

As an added incentive, we are now offering a $50 incentive payment to any Catholic man who joins the 

Knights and our Council #7241 within the next three months, January through March 2022. We are hoping 

and praying for seven more Catholic men to join us, as our goal for this Columbian year is 

to recruit twelve new members to the Knights and our council. If we achieve this goal, our 

Council will most likely receive “Star Council” award, which would be a great honor and 

achievement. 

 

I need your help in identifying practicing Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a 

brother-in-law, a son, a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the 

Knights/our council. Please send me your prospect’s name and contact info to 

david.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-0638, or my home at (916) 352-3337.  

 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our Knights’ organization has an on-line membership 

application form with instructions. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you 

will be taken directly to a short application form to fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights 

of Columbus” and be taken to the Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide 

organization, our four guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., 

What We Do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. 

Also you will find Knight member application Form 100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet 

racks on the wall in the vestibule in our church. 

  

Also if you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, 

please contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray during this month of January for our dearly departed brother Knights 

and Lady Knights who have gone before us, marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. 

And please remember to pray for our founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 
 

 

  

mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com?subject=Council%20Email%20Blast
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
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LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“Angels Without Wings” 
 

On January 1, 2022, we begin a new calendar year. It seems to be a good time to reflect on the past year: 

things we have done and things we would have liked to have done.   We often begin the New Year with a 

series of “resolutions.”  Most of those resolutions are centered around what we would like to 

accomplish: a trip that we’ve been planning for a long time; to get in better health and lose a 

couple of those unwanted pounds; or, maybe to complete that project we started a couple of 

years ago, and just need to finish.  

 

And just when we began to see some “day light” that the worst of the pandemic is over, a 

new highly contagious virus, omicron variant, enters our lives. We find our plans have 

changed: flights we were going to take to visit family and friends have been cancelled; 

perhaps, because of the risks involved with travel and the contagious nature of the variant, 

we must cancel our plans in order to be safe. Worst yet, we find that even if we are fully vaccinated, we can 

still become infected with the virus. 

 

As joyful and hopeful the Advent and Christmas season was, it was still a time of caution.  We hungered for 

Christmas past, but found that our need to be safe, not just for us and our family, but for the safety of others. 

I can remember the days of Christmas past where the stores were crowded and they were decorated inside 

and out. But this year, Christmas stores seem to be delivery trucks with the names UPS, FedEx or Amazon. 

It was the safe way to shop and deliver your gifts. 

 

And in spite of all the challenges and disappointments we faced, as disciples of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we 

found joy and hope in that fact that we could come together and pray, sing, love and worship as one faith 

community. Many of you directed your time in helping the homeless by preparing meals; giving to charitable 

organizations; being a friend to a 

stranger or love one who by the 

vary nature of the pandemic, was 

ill or despondent. Or maybe, you 

were the recipient of someone’s 

kind and gentle love that gave you 

the hope and peace to go on to the 

next day. 

 

I remember a movie made a few 

years back (1994), called “Angels 

in the Outfield” and starred actor, 

Danny Glover. The story line was 

simple: a young boy prays for a 

chance to have a family and asks 

for two things; one, that he have a family; and, two, that his favorite baseball team would win the pennant. 

And like all good stories, the young man gets his wish with the help of angels.  

 

How often have we been the recipient of an angel’s help? We are told as young children that we each have 

our own “Guardian Angel” to help and protect us. All we need is to ask.   



 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 5 

 

 

Did you know that “angels” are mentioned over 273 times in the Bible? During the Advent and Christmas 

season, it is “angels” that have a significant role in the salvation story and the birth of our Lord.  Elizabeth, 

Mary and Joseph are all visited by angels that guide them and protect them from the evil that surrounds them.  

During this time of endless pandemic, increasing homelessness and hunger, and violence that seems to target 

the marginalized of our society and the world, perhaps our resolution for this year, is to be an angel to those 

in need. To make a greater effort to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, love our neighbor and be the 

“angel” to those in need.  Clay Harrison poem, “Angels Among Us” best describes what an “angel” looks 

like: 

 

Angels Among Us 

I have met a lot of angels 

And none of them had wings. 

Some came disguised as strangers 

And did the kindest things. 

Some were merely friends or neighbors 

I met along the way 

Who came to comfort and console 

When I hurt too much to pray. 

Acts of kindness sometimes came 

From unexpected places. 

I was blessed by the warming smiles 

Of friends’ angelic faces. 

Every time my faith is tested 

With no safe place to go, 

God sends a guardian angel 

To lift me when I’m low. 

On my beat were many dangers 

I faced throughout the years, 

And always there were angels 

Who came to dry my tears. 

Many prayers are answered daily 

And what relief that brings. 

I have met a lot of angels 

And none of them had wings. 

 

When I read this poem, I couldn’t help but think of all the many angelic things that you, as a faith community 

have done this past year. As you continue to feed the homeless; care for those who are ill and in need; and, 

offer prayers to those who have passed away; may this year be a year of grace and peace as you continue 

your angelic mission of sharing God’s love with those you meet. And thank you Elly, for being my angel. 

 

“May the Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be always in our hearts” (St. Paul of the Cross) 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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RECORDER’S NOTEBOOK 

 

The other day I went in to have blood drawn in the lab for the periodic check-up on my cholesterol numbers. 

As I sat in the lab’s draw chair to await my turn at the poke, the young Asian technician was drawing blood 

from an elderly woman directly across from me. I tried to smile at the other patient 

through the mask, and mostly averted my eyes during her procedure. When the 

blood collection was finished, the patient got up and left, and the technician took 

some paper towels, sprayed a liquid onto it, and proceeded to wipe down the chair 

which the patient had just vacated. This was, of course, in order to help assure the 

next patient to sit in the chair wouldn’t be exposed to the coronavirus.  

 

The immediate thought which popped into my head on seeing her wipe down the 

chair was how us humans are so diseased and somehow inherently undignified and 

unsanitary. But I recognized right away that this initial thought was the wrong way 

to look at the situation. Rather, we humans have inherent dignity and worth, and 

not because of anything we are or have or do, but only because God loves us, and the paper towel represented 

the sacramental act of wiping away the coarseness and flaws and sins which attach themselves to us, but are 

separate and foreign from us, from who we are. 

 

David Long, Recorder 

 

 

DUES ARE, WELL, DUE 

 

Please consider using the Council’s online store to pay your annual dues. Reminders will be 

going out in the mail on January 15th, and paying your dues online will save the Council in 

postage costs. 

 

If you haven’t sent in your dues yet, please click on the Knights emblem below to reach the 

store. You are. . . Duly informed! 

 

 
  

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Membership-Dues-c33016217
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https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/SURF-N-TURF-Dinner-p422880782
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/SURF-N-TURF-Dinner-p422880782
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

03 - Stephen Purcell  

03 - Edward Rafferty  

04 - John Kingston  

07 - Gordon Blackwood  

07 - Ricardo Ovando  

08 - Mariano Jauco  

08 - Ronald McCarley  

10 - Eric Gutierrez  

13 - Edward Denison  

14 - Jan Francisco  

15 - Kenneth Woodford  

17 - William Tiemeyer III 

18 - David Lindsay  

19 - Albert O'Connor  

20 - Jon Diebold  

20 - Brayden Kingston  

21 - James Herzog Jr 

26 - David Noronha  

27 - Larry Covarrubias  

28 - Joseph Madruga  

28 - Scott Riddle  

28 - Louis Silveira  

31 - Julito Orpilla  

31 - Dennis Zanardi Sr 

 

  

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/SURF-N-TURF-Dinner-p422880782
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Mike Jones 698-0001 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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