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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

I hope each and every one of you had a blessed Christmas and I wish you and your families 

a prosperous New Year.  As we enter the second half of this Columbian Year we have 

received good news on the virus front as 2 vaccines have been approved and 

Supreme has sent out guidelines for us being able to return to in person 

meetings.  Normalcy might be coming in the future. 

 

Our Council had our online virtual Food for Families Drive benefiting the Elk 

Grove Food Bank, and it was a rousing success.  We were able raise over 

$1,200!  I want to personally thank each of you who donated. 

 

In addition I would like to thank FS Bob Guerin for leading our Novena for Life program in 

December.  Thanks to his efforts it was well attended and a great success. 

 

I also want to thank all the Knights who helped with set-up and tear down for the Christmas 

Eve, Christmas and New Year’s day masses.  I know Fr. Julito appreciated it, and it was nice 

to see some of you in person. 

 

Thanks for all you do for the council, 
 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 

 

 

  

January 2021 Volume 42, No. 1 

https://egknights.org


 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 2 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

I hope you had a happy and safe Christmas and New Year!   

We are in a new month and new year.  Let us hope and pray that this new year is better than the last, though 

the pandemic continues there is hope in sight with the vaccines being distributed and hope 

fully will get to us soon.  We begin this year with hope as we celebrate the solemnity of the 

bless e mother, Mary, the epiphany and baptism of the Lord.     

  

This past month we have lost a founding father and past Grand Knight of this council, John 

Mello.  May he rest in peace.   

 

Our state organization is reminding us that January is also Celebration of Life Month and 

with that in mind, the California State Program of the Month is NOVENA FOR LIFE.  Every 

January, we pray together for an end to abortion.  We are asked to Join thousands of 

California Knights and Catholics across the country in prayer and action supporting our Catholic belief and 

pro-life mission.  You are invited to join in on the State Council’s pro-life Novena For Life, 9 days of prayer, 

Tuesday, January 21 through Wednesday, January 29, 2020.  Every evening during the 9 days at 7:00 PM 

our State Chaplain will broadcast the novena viewable on the State Council’s Facebook page and the State 

Council’s YouTube channel.  

 

Walks for Life will be held in San Diego, hybrid event, from January 11 to January 16, 2021 

(https://www.sdcatholic.org/event/san-diego-walk-for-life/ Los Angeles, virtually, on January 23, 2021 

(https://onelifela.org), San Francisco, walk but no rally, on January 23, 2021 

(https://www.walkforlifewc.com), and culminating with the National March for Life in Washington, D.C. on 

January 29, 2021 (https://marchforlife.org).  We pray in support of the pro-life walks and for an end to 

abortion and for the legal protection of all unborn children.  

 

We as Catholic Christians are called on to lead our community in the spiritual fight to establish a culture of 

life.  We come together, united in prayer, to promote the protection of all life from conception to natural 

death. 

 

REMEMBER, every Knights of Columbus service program is a recruitment opportunity.  Every Catholic 

man deserves the same opportunity to be a Knight as you and I had. Visit KofC.org/joinus.   

 

Hey, if you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see how his is doing, I am sure 

he will be glad to hear from you.   

 

This cannot be said to much, if you know of any brother knight that is in need, financially or otherwise, 

contact one of your officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

https://www.sdcatholic.org/event/san-diego-walk-for-life/
https://onelifela.org/
https://www.walkforlifewc.com/
https://marchforlife.org/
https://www.kofc.org/joinus
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CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, we continue to reach out to parish men who have indicated an interest in the Knights, and 

invite them to join the Knights and our council. To make it simple and easy during this extraordinary time of 

pandemic, our national Knights’ organization has set up on-line membership Application 

forms and on-line Exemplification ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus Supreme’s 

website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a simple application form to 

fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be taken to the 

Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four 

guiding Principles (Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism), and our Mission – i.e., what we 

do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother 

Knights.   

 

I need your help in identifying additional prospects in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, 

a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s names and contact info to chancellor@egknights.org, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638, or my landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights and would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have another on-line Exemplification 

opportunity coming up Saturday, January 30, 2021. During October we advanced two First Degree Knights 

to their Third Degrees through on-line Exemplification events. 

 

Although many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider using 

this time to advance your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous opportunities to join parish groups 

for Praying the Rosary, Adult Faith Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, the USCCB’s “Million Rosary 

March” (ongoing), Novena for Life, etc. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

  

https://www.kofc.org/JoinUs
mailto:chancellor@egknights.org
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LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

Who do you trust? 

 
Growing up as a “cradle” Catholic, I cannot remember a time when I was not reminded about the virtues 

found in The Ten Commandments. One of my favorite movies to watch during the Advent season was The 

Ten Commandments with Charlton Heston.  It was the best action-packed movie of its time. 

It was produced in 1956 and directed and narrated by Cecil B. DeMille. The movie portrayed 

to all the world, the very rudders of our Christian faith.  Catholics and other Christian 

denominations were guided in their spiritual lives by them. They became the center of who 

we were and how we were to live our lives. 

 

But something happened along our journey, we become a people where opportunities for 

things, power, success, and ego become more important than our own spiritual life.  We 

began to make compromises of the virtues that are found in The Ten Commandments. We 

began to find ways to minimize them and to accept the things that feed those desires offered in the secular 

world as more important.  Why?  Because we are sinners!   

 

We fall into the everyday trap of worry: we worry if we’ll have enough money to pay the bills, feed our 

children and pay for the medical care we or a love one may need. We worry about having money to purchase 

the things we want vs. the things we need: a new car, a trip to exotic places, or maybe, we are just worried 

that someone will take away those things we feel entitled to. 

 

And now, we worry about a pandemic that has taken the lives of hundreds of thousands of people with no 

end in sight. We begin to worry about who we should trust? Wear a mask or not? Stay home or not? Social 

distancing or not? We are currently living in a time where we are a divided people, where we hear only what 

we want to hear or believe. We have often treated our faith in a similar manner. We are hurt by the conflicts 

within our faith.  Scandals of clerical abuses and friends choosing to leave the Church have rocked our faith. 

Perhaps it is time to trust again, but who should we trust?  

 

Think back to the times you trusted someone, a good friend, a family member, a neighbor, or someone you 

looked up too, and they broke that bound of trust you thought you had. How did it feel? Or maybe you were 

the one who broke that bound and you were sorry and expressed your regret to that person, was the friendship 

ever the same? 

 

Until we can re-establish the virtue of truth in our lives and begin to fully accept the virtues found in The 

Ten Commandments, we will always be a people who trust no one, not even our friends. Scripture is full of 

examples of man’s failure to trust in our Lord: Matthew 14:31 where Peter sees Jesus walking on water. Jesus 

calls him and Peter starts to walk, and in a moment, he takes his eyes off Our Lord and begins to sink. What 

is Jesus reply;” O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

 

No one has greater reason to not trust us, than our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Carol Monaco, writer for Liguorian, 

says it best: “Although Christ knew he would be betrayed, persecuted, and crucified, he never stopped loving, 

he never stopped trusting, and he never stopped forgiving. That is the truth…” God loves us more than we 

can possibly imagine no matter how many times we have failed to trust him. When life is “good”, it is easy 

to trust him. But when life’s trials of illness, poverty, and despair happens, it is harder to trust in him. We 

begin to listen to a voice of doubt that asks why and the answer we often seek, is anything but the truth. When 
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we take our eyes off the word of God and let the stormy waters of life dictate our very actions and thoughts, 

we begin to lose our faith in the promises God and his Son have made to us.  

 

There are over 500 scripture passages in the Bible where our Lord tells us to trust in him and know that he 

loves you. Psalm 146 and 91; Isaiah 26: 3-4; Hebrew 4:16; Proverbs 3:5-6; and Matthew 14:31 are just 

a few of many passages where our Lord has laid out the path of trust. But trust without love and forgiveness 

is only conditional. Our Lord loves us so much that he has given us the Sacraments so we may ask for 

forgiveness of our sins, so we can continue on the righteous path to sainthood. 

 

As we begin this new calendar year, 2021, I ask you: Who do you trust?  

 

Remember that trust is a product of truth. Truth is a virtue found in all the Commandments and without 

truth there can be no trust. 

 

 Jesus, I trust in you 

 Jesus, I trust in you       

 Jesus, I trust in you 

  Amen 

 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

03 - Stephen C Purcell  

04 - John P Kingston  

07 - Gordon J Blackwood  

08 - Mariano M Jauco  

08 - Ronald S Mc Carley  

10 - Eric R Gutierrez  

13 - Edward L Denison  

14 - Jan L Francisco  

15 - Kenneth E Woodford  

17 - William L Tiemeyer III  

18 - David P Lindsay  

19 - Msgr. Albert G O'Connor  

20 - Brayden Kingston 

20 - Jon S Diebold  

21 - James J Herzog Jr  

26 - David Noronha 

27 - Larry Z Covarrubias  

28 - Joseph J Madruga  

28 - Louis A Silveira  

28 - Scott S Riddle  

31 - Dennis Louis Zanardi Sr  

31 - Rev Julito R Orpilla  

 

 

 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

ROBERT & TONG GUERIN 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla  

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 

  



 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 9 

 

 


