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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

Brother Knights, 

The Advent Season is a very special time for all of us, this season marks the beginning of the liturgical year, 

and the end of the calendar year.  I say it is special because it allows time for reflection to look back.  Think 

about our council’s accomplishments and individual accomplishments.  Remember the times 

both good and maybe not so enjoyable.  Think of just how far we have come; from lockdowns 

and virtual meetings, to in person meetings and events.   

First of all I want to thank Dennis Zanardi for chairing the pie sales, as well as the brothers 

who volunteered to help, or bought pies. We have had a very successful two weeks.  Sales 

will pick up again the weekends of the 11th and 18th.  We will need volunteers to help with 

sales after all masses those 2 weekends, please help out where you can.  Remember many 

hands make light work.  The proceeds go to three very worthy causes; the seminarians, coats for kids, and 

the Elk Grove Food Bank. 

Secondly in lieu of the December meeting we will be having a potluck dinner.  If your last name is A-L 

please bring a main dish, M-Z bring a side or dessert.  Dinner will start at 6:30, the bar will be open!  The 

council would love to see you again. 

Finally due to the price of crab, the council will instead be holding a “Surf and Turf” Dinner in January on 

the 22nd.  Dennis is chairing this one as well, and has a fabulous meal planned.  Remember this is our 

council’s biggest fundraiser, we would love to see you there.  For $30 you get steak, and shrimp where else 

can you get a meal like that for that price? [Tickets HERE] 

As the calendar year draws to a close, I want to thank everyone for being a brother knight.  Please enjoy 

this advent season.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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https://egknights.org
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/SURF-N-TURF-Dinner-p422880782


 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 2 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers, 

 

Here we are, December, the beginning of the liturgical year, many things are happening this month.   This is 

a month of hope and of new beginnings.  Hope that everything will get better and begin anew. The big event 

is of course Christmas, the coming of our lord.  Let us wait in anticipation and rejoice at his 

coming.  

 

In his letter to us, Bishop Jaime Soto tell us, “The Advent Season stirs up our desire for the 

coming of the Lord Jesus and His kingdom. May the Blessed Mother Mary help us put our 

hopes into practice by building a culture of life and dignity in our land.” 

Also, the Journey with St. Joseph pilgrimage that commenced on June 19, 2021, ends on 

December 7, 2021.  

 

Brothers, we have been meeting in person for some time now.  Many of the faces I saw at 

the meetings before the pandemic, I am not seeing now.  Brothers we miss you being there.  If you are 

concerned about the possibility of catching covid, especially with the new variant and therefore, not coming, 

that is OK, we understand, but we do miss you.   

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Please join me in welcoming two new Knights who recently joined our Council, Nick Meyer and Antonio 

Lopez. This makes a total of five new Knights who have joined our Council since the start of our Columbian 

Year on July 1st. We are hoping and praying for seven more good men to join us, as our goal 

for the year is to recruit twelve new members to the Knights and our council. If we achieve 

this goal, then our Council will likely receive the “Star Council” award, which would be a 

great honor and achievement. 

 

I need your help in identifying practicing Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a 

brother-in-law, a son, a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the 

Knights/our council. Please send me your prospect’s name and contact info to 

rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-0638, or my home at (916) 352-3337.  

 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our Knights’ organization has an on-line membership 

application form with instructions. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you 

will be taken directly to a short application form to fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights 

of Columbus” and be taken to the Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide 

organization, our four guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., 

What We Do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. 

Also you will find Knight member application Form 100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet 

mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com?subject=Chancellor%20Website%20Link
https://www.kofc.org/JoinUs
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racks in the vestibule in our church. As an added incentive, our national organization is currently waiving the 

$30 annual dues for all new Knights who join before December 31st. 

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number.  

 

We will have our next in-person Exemplification Ceremony at 10:30 AM Saturday, December 18th at a 

nearby local Parish (TBD). 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray during this month of December for our dearly departed brother Knights 

and Lady Knights who have gone before us, marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. 

And please remember to pray for our founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 
 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“The Gift of Self” 
 

It didn’t seem so long ago, that we were celebrating the season of Advent. And yet, here we are! What makes 

this Advent so different? Maybe, because it has been a period of many trials: the loss of a loved one or friend 

to the pandemic;   increase struggles due to the loss or change of a job; or, the fact that our 

faith had been challenged because of the way we have had to worship.    

 

And yet, as a faith community, you have endured all that the pandemic and the secular culture 

has done to question your faith. You have stepped up your contributions to the poor; you 

have volunteered in helping to feed the homeless by making meals or special need packages 

to hand out. Though you may not have had money to give, you have given of you time and 

what treasures you have. 

 

And all of you have given the treasure of prayer. History tells us that during times of great tragedies, 

sufferings and illnesses, it has been Christians like yourself that have been on the frontlines of help and 

comfort. Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of England, during the most difficult time of WWII, called his 

countrymen to fight on and defend the very land they lived on from a fascist dictator. He said to them, that 

in doing so, history would call it “their finest hour.” 

 

I dare to say, that you, our faith community will be remembered as this being your “finest hour.” The love 

you have shown with your works and prayers for those in need; your resilience to those who would challenge 

what you do; and, to do what we as disciples of Jesus Christ have been called to do. The great Catholic writer 

Leon Bloy said, “Life has only one tragedy, in the end: not to have been a saint.… And a saint is but simply 

someone who loves God with his whole heart and his neighbor as himself.” And you my brothers and sisters, 

are on the road to sainthood. 

 

The Church reminds us as to the purpose of Advent: it is a period of waiting, reflecting, and praying on the 

coming of birth of our Lord. The word Advent itself means “coming.” Peter Kreeft in his book, Food for the 

Soul, reminds us that Advent is a period of remembering three (3) comings: the past, the birth of Jesus our 
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Lord; the future; the coming of the day of judgement; and the coming of the present – receiving our Lord, 

Jesus Christ into our hearts. Bishop Barron refers to it as the past; the future; and, the present.  

 

Over the next few weeks, we will be challenged by the consumer culture to buy, buy, and buy. And the gifts 

we purchase may be well intended, but do they really show our gift of love. I remember one Christmas when 

I was away at school and I didn’t have the time or extra money to come home. My parents called and like all 

good parents asked me what I wanted or needed for Christmas. I knew that they were struggling financially 

and I really didn’t want them to spend money they didn’t have on something I could do without. So, I said 

just send me some brownies or something home baked. 

 

A few days before Christmas, I received two packages.  One, was a fruit cake that my Mom had baked; the 

other was a home made (not boxed) cake that my little sister, Carmen had made. That was the best Christmas 

ever. 

 

May I suggest, that the best gift you can give this Advent season, is the “gift of self” with prayer and love. 

The same gift you have been giving during your “finest hour.” It just may be your “finest” Christmas. 

 

May you have a Blessed Advent Season and a Merry Christmas. 

 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

01 - Gene Lujan  

01 - James Nicholls III 

01 - Harrison Sallee  

03 - Justin Morris  

08 - John Mello Jr 

10 - Melvin Billingsley Jr 

10 - Felix Onukwugha  

13 - Ernest Uwazie MD 

16 - Ralph Alvarez  

16 - John Slamkowski  

20 - Ricardo Reynon  

22 - Ian Hazdovac  

25 - Alberto Villalpando  

27 - Anthony Machado  

28 - Hector Aguirre  

 

  

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/SURF-N-TURF-Dinner-p422880782
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Mike Jones 698-0001 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 

  



 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 9 

 

 


