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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

While this is supposed to be the happiest time of the year celebrating the Advent Season, we instead find 

ourselves isolating.  We have watched as indoor church services have been once again cancelled, and further 

lockdowns are being discussed.  However I wish to focus on the positives, and as our State 

Deputy Steve Bolton says we need to BE BOLD! 

As a council we have started our 9 Day Novena for life and I want to thank FS Bob Guerin 

and Chancellor David Minister for setting this up. 

We are currently raising money online through our website for the Elk Grove Food Bank; 

please be generous as especially during this time many are having a hard time putting food 

on the table.  We have so far raised about $500 we are trying to raise $1000. 

In closing I also want to ask if anyone knows a brother knight in need or finds themselves in a position of 

need, our council has the funds to assist you.  Please speak up, as there is no harm in needing assistance.  Our 

first vow we took was charity, the second was unity, the third was fraternity, we are all in this together and 

if you need something know each member of this fraternity will do what they can to assist you. 

I hope you all had a blessed thanksgiving and plan on having a safe Christmas 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

I pray that you all are doing well, and I pray that this pandemic will end soon. I was watching the news and 

they said the Governor may be implementing another stay at home order (if it hasn’t happened already) except 

this time it will be by region.  As of this writing it is predicted that may happen in a few days 

and may last for three weeks. Let us hope this does not interfere with our celebration of the 

birth of our lord.  So it is up to each of us to be safe.   

 

Hey, if you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see how his is 

doing, I am sure he will be glad to hear from you.  What a nice Christmas gift. 

 

Your Knights of Columbus continue to offer FREE Online Membership in commemoration 

of the beatification. Please promote this gift of free first-year online membership to all 

potential members between now and December 31, 2020. Interested prospects should visit 

kofc.org/joinus, complete the membership application and enter promo code MCGIVNEY2020. 

 

This cannot be said too much, if you know of any brother knight that is in need, financially or otherwise, 

contact one of your officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

Hope you all stay safe and healthy, and bless you all, 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, we continue to reach out to parish men who have indicated an interest in the Knights, and 

invite them to join the Knights and our council. To make it simple and easy during this extraordinary time of 

pandemic, our national Knights’ organization has set up on-line membership Application 

forms and on-line Exemplification ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus Supreme’s 

website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a simple application form to 

fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be taken to the 

Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four 

guiding Principles (Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism), and our Mission – i.e., what we 

do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our Families, and fellow Brother 

Knights.   

 

I need your help in identifying additional prospects in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, 

a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s names and contact info to chancellor@egknights.org, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638, or my landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights and would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have another on-line Exemplification 

https://www.kofc.org/joinus
https://www.kofc.org/joinus
mailto:chancellor@egknights.org?subject=Joining%20KofC
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opportunity coming up Saturday, January 30, 2021. During October we advanced two First Degree Knights 

to their Third Degrees through on-line Exemplification events. 

 

Although many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider using 

this time to advance your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous opportunities to join parish groups 

for Praying the Rosary, Adult Faith Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, the USCCB’s “Million Rosary 

March” (ongoing), Novena for Life, etc. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

Gratitude is the Attitude 

 
On the Eve of Thanksgiving, I had the privilege to be part of a community of Passionists, who participated 

in a “Morning Reflection for Thanksgiving Eve” in preparation for a Thanksgiving Holiday like none we 

have ever seen. The hour of prayer and reflection was led by a good friend and mentor, Fr. 

Thomas Bonacci, C.P. With the 1st Sunday of Advent just a few days away, Fr. Tom focused 

on the Gospel of Mark and its message on the beauty and love that our Lord has for the poor 

and all who hunger for his love, joy, and peace.  

 

A year ago, my Lecturer’s message was a spiritual reflection on the power of prayer and the 

meaning of discipleship.  Little did I know that a in just a couple of months, our faith journey 

would be challenged.  We would become a faith community separated by a pandemic. Our 

form of worship changed from going to mass at our Parish Church to watching it virtually at 

home. Receiving the Sacraments became spotty at best. And the ability to celebrate the life of a friend or 

family member, who had passed away, was no longer available to us.  

 

But we did what a strong faith community does, we found a way to stay connected. We developed faith 

groups using different social medium like Zoom, Hang Out, Skype or whatever platform was available. We 

used those platforms to pray as a faith community with daily rosaries, prayer groups, bible study programs, 

and we even just did video chats with friends and family. And, some of us did something we had never done 

before, we began to read scripture.  

 

As I reflect on our Sunday Gospel readings for November, I can’t help but think of the message of 

preparedness and blessings that the Lord has showered on us. We begin the month with Matthews 5: 1-12a 

and “The Beatitudes” and how “blessed” we are that Jesus lays out the ingredients for a happy life. Then 

we are reminded on the following Sunday with the parables of the “ten Virgins” with the lamps waiting for 

the bridegrooms. Five were vigilant and five were not. We must always be prepared for the coming of our 

Lord. 
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On the third Sunday, we hear “The parable of the Talents”. God’s message is clear, what graces he has 

given us, he expects that we share it with others. How many of you have been so gracious with your “talents” 

during this difficult time for many of our brothers and sisters. The extra donations made to feed and help 

those impacted by this pandemic; the phone calls to those who have no one to care for them; or, preparing a 

hot meal or a special dish to give to someone who has no one to give them peace and comfort. You see the 

talents aren’t always about money; they are acts of love. Your sharing God’s love for you with someone else. 

 

The last two Sunday Gospels for the month, Matthew 25; 14-30 and Mark 13; 33-37, are intended to remind 

us to be prepared and watchful for the coming of our Lord. In the parable of the separation of the goats and 

sheep, we are reminded how we will be judged on our discipleship.  Jesus in Mark’s Gospel, tells his disciples; 

“Be watchful! Be Alert!...”  

 

Advent is a time in preparation for the coming and celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is a 

time to continue our journey of faith by doing the two things our Lord want us to do. Love our God and love 

our neighbor. How can we not love God for all the blessings he has given us? We see those blessings in the 

faces of our children, grandchildren, family and friends.  

 

So how do we prepare for the Season of Advent? 

Pope Francis reminds us that “St. Paul invites us 

to prepare for the coming of the Lord by 

assuming three attitudes: constant joy, 

persevering prayer and continual thanksgiving. 

Joy, prayer and gratitude are three attitudes that 

prepare us to live Christmas in an authentic 

way”.  

 

This Season of Advent, let us continue with joy 

in our hearts; prayer on our lips; and, gratitude in 

our souls for the gifts the Lord has given us. Let 

us continue to share our gratitude with those most 

in need during this season as a preparation for the 

Christmas Season and the coming of Our Savoir, 

Jesus Christ. Let us promise each other that 

“Gratitude is the Attitude” that we will have to 

all our brothers and sisters. As Fr. Tom Bonacci, 

C.P., would say: “gratitude is, indeed, the attitude 

of life resulting in a life of generosity by which 

the poor are respected with the deeds of justice 

and love.”  

 

Brothers and Sisters, “May the Passion of Our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, be always in our hearts” this 

Season of Advent. (St. Paul of the Cross) 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

01 - Gene C Lujan  

01 - Harrison P Sallee  

01 - James P Nicholls III  

03 - Justin M Morris  

08 - John J Mello Jr  

10 - Felix C Onukwugha  

10 - Mel Billingsley 

13 - Ernest E Uwazie MD  

16 - John M Slamkowski  

16 - Ralph Alvarez  

20 - Rick J Reynon  

22 - Ian Hazdovac 

22 - Rodney E Grossman  

25 - Alberto Villalpando  

25 - John J Mello Sr  

27 - Anthony L Machado  

28 - Hector R Aguirre  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

CLIFF & GERALYN BOLLONG 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/EG-Food-Bank-p254024137
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla  

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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