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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

Brother Knights, 

 

A couple of housekeeping items:  We will not be serving food prior to our meetings, this is due to low attendance and the prevalence 

of the Delta Variant.  The Hall will still be open at 6:30, as will the bar.  You may bring food to consume yourself or bring some 

to share.  However, the council will not provide a meal for the foreseeable future. 

 

There will be no ‘Cook Yer Own’ dinner at the August Meeting. 

 

Additionally: The Officer/Planning Meeting (4th Thursday) will be starting at 7pm instead of 7:30. 

 

I want to start by thanking all the brothers who donated juice, coffee, and donuts for hospitality Sunday.  It was 

a huge success, this also included Geralyn and Vickie with the hospitality team.  As always when Fr asks for 

something we do our best to deliver. 

 

Also, I want to thank Chancellor David Minister and his recruiting team for their success on a great recruiting weekend 7/24-25.  

It appears as though we will have 2 new brothers joining our order soon.  Thank you again to everyone for their hard work.  

Remember we are all recruiters! 

 

I know we are all tired of hearing about the virus, I know I am.  We have been living in unchartered waters for over 18 months 

now.  Now there is news that even the vaccine may not be enough to stop the virus, and in my case it was not.  I contracted Covid 

7/24.  This is why I want to make a personal plea to please take care of yourselves and do your best to be vigilant.  Whether that 

means wearing a mask, avoiding gatherings, etc. this virus is not worth it, you are! 

 

As for our meetings each month, you may have noticed a lot has changed since the pandemic, we have a new format.  People who 

used to have speaking roles are now silent, and the meeting has been compacted down to be more efficient.  While change is very 

challenging especially after being away, I think the new meeting does flow a little better. 

 

As far as ways you can continue to be involved: we still have the First Friday Rosary put on by Lecturer Phil Moralez.  We will be 

trying to start the “Into the Breach” series put out by Supreme soon, look for details later this month.  We also will be having a 

Mass for People with Special Needs this month as well.  More information will follow. 

 

As far as events coming up, we have been asked to help with the Parish Festival 10/2-3.  In addition, PGK Dennis Zanardi has 

agreed to chair pie sales, which will happen the two weeks prior to Thanksgiving.  Thanks Dennis!  Again, more information will 

be forthcoming the closer we get to these events. 

Thanks for all you do, 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

Catholics are sometimes accused of worshipping Mary, but nothing could be further from the truth-we 

worship God.  But there is hardly a deeper sentiment in the heart of the Catholic than love and devotion to 

her.   This month, August, the church remembers and celebrates the great mystery of the 

Assumption of Mary into Heaven.  She was sinless from the moment of her conception and 

after her death, taken by Christ to reign in heaven with him.  So let’s live this month and 

every month in prayer and devotion to her. Perhaps with all our devotions and prayers, our 

Mother Mary will intercede for us to keep us healthy and rid this planet of this deadly virus. 

 

As we devote ourselves to Mary let us not forget her partner, Joseph as, for the universal 

church this is the Year of Saint Joseph. As I stated last month, the diocese is offering the 

Journey with St. Joseph Pilgrimage which started June 19, 2021, and will end December 7, 

2021. The pilgrimage sites will be those churches named for Saint Joseph:  Our parish is one of those sites.  

So if you see someone you do not recognize or who looks lost, welcome them to the parish and assist them 

in any way you can. 

 

Brothers, let us rise again, help your council by coming to our meetings and, socializing, distantly of course, 

with your brother knights.      

 

Our pastor has asked for our assistance to help the parish rise again, so, let us again attend mass, let us assist 

as ushers or in the different ministries, and let us volunteer our labor to this end. 

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

We held the first of four in-person recruitment drives planned for this Columbian Year at all Parish Masses 

on Sat. & Sun., July 24/25. As a result of our efforts, two men stepped forward and signed up to join the 

Knights and our council, while three others were interested in joining up and took information 

home with them to further consider their decisions to join us. Please pray to the Holy Spirit 

to guide their decisions.  

 

To make joining as simple and easy as possible, our national Knights’ organization has an 

on-line membership Application form with instructions and bi-monthly on-line 

Exemplification (initiation) ceremonies. Go to the Knights of Columbus’ website, 

“KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a short application form to fill out and 

submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” and be taken to the Home Page where you can 

learn all about our extraordinary worldwide organization, our four guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity & Patriotism, and our Mission – i.e., What We Do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-

large, our Families, and fellow Brother Knights. Also, you will find Knight member application Form 100’s 

and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet rack on the north wall of the vestibule in our church. As an 

https://www.kofc.org/joinus
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added incentive, our national organization is waiving the $30 annual dues for all new members for their first 

year. 

 

I need your help in identifying Catholic men in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, a son-

in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your prospect’s 

name and contact info to rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-0638, or my 

landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights who would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have our next in-person and on-line 

Exemplification Ceremony at 10:30 AM Saturday, August 28. Our Council has recently advanced several 

First Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through these statewide on-line virtual Exemplification 

ceremonies. 

 

Fr. Julito recently gave us the “green light” to hold in-person council meetings in the parish hall and to host 

parish events, such as the very successful and well-attended Parish Family Picinic on Friday, June 25th. 

Father also tasked us with preparing and serving the Saturday evening Dinner and the Sunday Lunch for the 

Parish Festival the weekend of October 2nd/3rd. 

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

 

 

LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“When Did You Stop Praying?” 
 

In February, 2020, we began to feel the impact of the pandemic.  We were limited in our ability to worship 

as a community; we began to restrict our travels and how we socialized with each other.  Family and friends 

became distant relatives, even when they lived across town. Many of us hoped and prayed 

that by summer of 2020, things would get back to normal.  We all know the “rest of the 

story.” Here, we are in August, 2021, and the death toll keeps rising. We face the real 

possibly of a new variant taking more lives and people who thought they were safe because 

they were fully vaccinated, now face the possibility of getting the virus. 

 

On March 18, 2020, Ascension Press posted on their website, “A Prayer to Combat the 

Coronavirus Pandemic.” Ascension Press urged it readership to pray this prayer daily. A 

few days after this prayer was posted, I asked many of you to join me in praying every day 

at 9 am and 9 pm. I called it a “Chorus of Prayer.” Your response was overwhelming, I received emails from 

people from our community and from other places as well, that committed to join in this daily prayer. And 

just when we thought our prayers had been answered with a vaccine, we ran into the devil’s roadblocks of 

anger, hate, fear, distrust, and blame.   

 

mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com
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Dr. Tod Worner, a managing editor at the Word on Fire Institute, in a recent article tells us that “prayer is 

what Christ taught the disciples and what he employed in countless miracles.” Isn’t that why, we often pray 

for our friends and loved ones.  We seek God’s miracles for divine healing and wellness.  As Dr. Tod Worner 

states in his article, “prayer offers us what we hunger for: friendship with Christ.” The Ascension Press prayer 

ends with our need for God’s friendship; “Jesus, I trust in you. Jesus, I trust in you. Jesus, I trust in you.” 

 

But when we fall into the devil’s roadblocks of anger because we have been doing everything asked of us to 

be safe, and still, we face a deadly virus. We begin to hate and blame those who have chosen not to vaccinate 

as the reason for the threat of another pandemic. Or, we are fearful of doing anything and begin to play the 

devil’s blame game.  When we do these things even for a minute, we stop praying, just as the devil has 

planned for us. 

 

In the early 1990’s, there was a TV sitcom, called The Golden Girls. It features four (4) wonderful actresses; 

Beatrice Arthur, Betty White, Rue McClanahan, and Estelle Getty. Do you remember the theme song for the 

sitcom: “Thank you for being a friend.”? Isn’t that what we should say everyday as we pray to our Lord, 

“Thank you for being a friend.” 

 

Pope Benedict XVI once observed, “A mature adult faith is deeply rooted in friendship with Christ.  It is this 

friendship that opens us up to all that is good and gives us a criterion by which to distinguish the true from 

the false, and deceit from truth.”  We must always remember that Jesus is “The Way, The Truth, and The 

Life.”  

 

Do not fall for the devil’s roadblocks that keep you from developing that intimate friendship that the Lord, 

Our God wants with you.  As Maya Angelou says, “We may encounter many defeats, but we must not be 

defeated.” 

 

And to all of you who love your neighbor, “thank you for being a friend.” 

 

“May the Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be always in your heart.” (St. Paul of the Cross.) 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer, Council 7241 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

02 - Ronald Harrison  

02 - Kenneth Miller II 

04 - Harold Richard  

06 - Thomas Trisler  

07 - Myles Natale  

11 - James Moralez  

12 - Thomas Hopper  

12 - Robert Lanza  

12 - Michael Vrban  

15 - John Almazan  

16 - Andres Rico  

20 - David Minister  

22 - Jeffrey Geppert  

27 - Leonard Chadwick  

28 - Nicholas Garcia  

30 - Roger Shaffer  

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2020-2021 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Mike Jones 698-0001 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Phil Moralez 685-4840 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 

  



 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8 

 

 


