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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

When the Phone Rings…The Knights Always Answer the Call 

I was days into my new role as Grand Knight, and almost immediately I was faced with adversity, a longtime 

brother knight, a past grand knight and past faithful navigator to boot was in peril.  He had an above the knee 

amputation, and would be confined to a wheelchair for the time being, he was a knight in 

need.  I was a little overwhelmed, but I leaned on a couple past grand knights, and they 

reassured me we have a fund set up to help brother knights in need, I just had to call the 

brother to find out the scope of the project.   

The lady told me they were looking for a ramp in the garage, a ramp to lead to the backyard 

and to rearrange the doors to the bathroom to allow a wheelchair to pass through.  There was 

no way I could complete this work, so I asked the other brother knights.  The outpouring of 

support was great!  Just as expected a crew volunteered to step up and complete this task.  They did a 

commendable job; they went above and beyond their duty as knights!  In addition, we had both a knight and 

his lady came out of retirement as nurses and donned their scrubs and stethoscopes to make sure he has the 

best care!   Thanks for your effort! 

In addition, I was surprised by the outpouring of support for the knights in need donation, it was completely 

voluntary and we have over $1100 donated so far.  Some will say charity begins at home, it does and you as 

brother knights display that daily.  Thank you again! 

The brother in need I know is very grateful.  His world completely changed in the span of just one day.  I 

hope we made life just a bit easier for both him and his wife.  If you haven’t already, please consider giving 

to the council program Knights in need fund, you can donate online.  Whether you are a longtime knight, a 

founding member, or a brand new knight we always take care of our brothers!  This fund is set up to support 

our brothers in need, and will not be used on anything else.   

In short when the phone rings, the knights always answer the call, 

Thanks again, 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 

 

[ Knight in Need donation link: https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/ ] 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

As we work through this COVID 19 crisis as it seems to be increasing and the economy seems to be going 

into the dumps,  let us remember and pray for those who have be stricken by the virus and pray for their 

good health.  Let us remember and pray for those who are affected by the economic 

downturn and may need a few things.    

 

If you are or know of a brother in need, let us know.  Our council has been given a gift to 

help our needy brothers whether it be financial or spiritual.  Though we can’t pay a lot, we 

may be able to help some.  So, call, e-mail or hail at us on the street.  Let us know how we 

can help.   After all, our first principle is charity.  When times get tough, the tough get going, 

and your brother knights are tough.   

 

This month we have had the opportunity to help a brother knight. I thank those who took time out of their 

busy day and helped.  I know our brother knights who helped have that warm fuzzy feeling inside knowing 

that they were able to help a brother in need.  

 

Hope you all stay safe and healthy, and bless you all, 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, 

 

We are holding a quarterly recruiting drive in August to identify and attract good Catholic men to join the 

Knights and our Council. I have five prospects I am contacting now to see if they are interested in learning 

more about the Knights and our Council. But I need your help in identifying more prospects 

to contact – perhaps you have a brother, a brother-in-law, a son, or a good friend you think 

might benefit from becoming a Knight. Please think hard, and send me the names and contact 

info for your potential prospects. I have asked Fr. Julito to send me any prospects he may 

have, and we are placing an announcement in our parish bulletin. You can send your 

prospects to chancellor@egknights.org, or call me on my cell at (925) 765-0638. 

 

To make joining the Knights as easy as possible, Supreme recently introduced both on-line 

applications and on-line exemplification ceremonies. A man interested in joining the Knights only need 

google “www.Knights of Columbus”, and he will be taken to the Knights’ Home Page where he will find a 

menu portal to “On-line Membership Application”. The same applies to First, Second, and Third Degree 

exemplification ceremonies. 

 

While many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider using this 

time to develop your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous opportunities to join parish groups for 

Prayer (including the Rosary), Bible study, Adult Faith Formation/Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, etc.    

 

David Minister, Chancellor 

mailto:chancellor@egknights.org,
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LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

Shame On Me 

 
On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, who was killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

became the flash point when as a country we came face to face with the reality of institutionalize racism.  

The outcry and protests that occurred not only in our country but throughout the world 

continues today. It has given notice to all people that this type of sinful behavior has to 

change.  “Black Lives Matter” has become the cry of an oppressed people, whose lives 

have been victimized by hatred, oppression, fear, and murder because of the color of their 

skin. The institution of racism runs deep in every organization, businesses, government 

agency, and yes, even in our Church communities. We have found ways of marginalizing 

the poor, the immigrant, and people of color.  By dehumanizing them, we can justify our 

own racist prejudices and practices. 

 

As I struggled with writing this article, I cannot help but think about all the racism and prejudices that I have 

felt and become accustomed too. Racism has a way of infecting each of us in so many ways. No one, not 

even a person of color is immune to the evil of racism. It is an evil that affects any heart of any color.  

 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in a Pastoral Letter states the following: “People of good 

conscience must never turn a blind eye when citizens are being deprived of their human dignity and even 

their lives. Indifference is not an option”.  "But racism still profoundly affects our culture, and it has no place 

in the Christian heart. This evil causes great harm to its victims, and it corrupts the souls of those who harbor 

racist or prejudicial thoughts. The persistence of the evil of racism is why we are writing this letter now." 

 

In a recent Word on Fire video by Bishop Robert Barron entitled; 

“King, Aquinas and our Nation’s Future”, he deals with the evil of 

racism.  He makes the statement that it should be “our passion to right 

moral wrong”.  There is no question that there are unjust practices 

and laws that perpetuate the evil of racism. Throughout the video he 

gives reference to Reverend Dr. King and how it is the moral law that 

is impacted by unjust laws. I would strongly recommend to all my 

Brothers to see this video. I cannot give it justice in this brief write-

up. 

 

However, I would like to leave you with this thought from an excerpt 

from a sermon that Reverend King made regarding the evil of racism 

and the hate it brings to our hearts. He said “returning hate for hate 

multiplies hate adding deeper darkness; darkness cannot drive out 

darkness, only light can do that -only love can do that.” 

 

All of us are familiar with the scripture passages about loving thy neighbors and thy enemies. In a recent 

letter to the USCCB, Pope Frances in addressing the issue of racism and indifference in our culture refers to 

John’s Gospel. “If you say you love God but hate your brother, you are on the other side: you are a liar. There 

are no concessions to this.”  
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Pope Frances went on to analyze the word ‘liar’ which is clearly defined in the Bible as “the devil’s way of 

being, ‘the Great Liar’, as the New Testament tells us, ‘the father of lies.” The Pope underscored the concrete 

nature of love indicated by John when he writes “whoever does not love a brother whom he has seen cannot 

love God whom he has not seen.” “If you are not capable of loving people, from the closest to the furthest 

away, you cannot tell us that you love God: you are a liar.”   

 

As I reflect on the many racist terms and the toxicity of our cultural to perpetuate those terms by demonizing, 

marginalizing, and oppressing people of color, I can’t help but think of Matthew’s Gospel 13:36-43, Jesus 

explains the Parable of the Weeds:  

 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house.  And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain 

to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 

Son of Man, the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 

the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 

at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom 

all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father.  Let anyone with ears listen! 

 

Racism is a weed in our field of goodness.  Like all weeds, it can grow and take over the field and become 

our primary plant. It is an evil and as Bishop Barron puts it, “that insinuates itself into the very fabric of the 

good – it is a parasitic on the good” of our soul.  Pope Francis defines racism as a “mortal sin” that as it grows 

keeps us from getting closer to God. 

 

The “Good News” is that we can remove that weed, through our conversion to the very fabric of our faith of 

“loving thy neighbor” without acceptations.   Perhaps, Thomas Merton, a Trappist Monk, said it best when 

referring to our “love” for one another, that perhaps the question is not “What Would Jesus Do”, but “Whom 

would Jesus NOT love.”  

 

Shame on me, for not loving you as my Father, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, has asked me to love. 

 

Peace. 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

02 - Kenneth J Miller II  

02 - Ronald L Harrison  

04 - Harold A Richard  

07 - Myles Natale  

11 - James Andrew Moralez  

12 - Michael Vrban  

12 - Robert C Lanza  

12 - Thomas J Hopper  

15 - John F Almazan  

16 - Andres Rico  

18 - Edward J Harrington  

22 - Jeffrey J Geppert  

23 - John F Jackson Jr  

27 - Leonard J Chadwick  

28 - Nicholas N Garcia  

30 - Roger N Shaffer  

 

 

 

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Membership-Dues-c33016217
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister  

Warden Rafael Padilla  

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin  

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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