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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

My Brothers, 

 
As we celebrate Easter and the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I want to take the time and wish you 

all a blessed and happy Easter!   

 

You may be used to me reminding everyone to adhere to social distancing and that council meetings 

and events are suspended, I have most welcome news.  Fr. Julito has cleared the Knights to have 

Drive-Thru Fundraisers!  Our first fundraiser will take place 4/24, the menu will consist of; a whole 

tri tip, mashed potatoes, salad, rolls, and cookies, enough to feed a family of 4.  Please reach out to 

DGK Ron Fiorica as we need help selling tickets, as well as bagging and preparing the meals and 

distributing them.  The cost is $65 and the proceeds will benefit St Joseph Parish.  Even if you cannot 

participate, consider stopping by to say hello to your fellow Brothers in Christ.  While we are still 

unable to meet in person this is an event that while keeping a safe distance you can see some old 

faces you may not have seen in a year. 

 

As a reminder, nominations for officers for next Columbian Year will be taking place at our next meeting if you are 

interested in serving the council as an officer, please reach out to one of our trustees, or any current officer to indicate 

your interest.   

 

Our council welcomed a new Brother Knight this month, Brother Victor Cortes, a former squire.  I want to thank David 

Minister and David Long for their recruiting efforts.  If you see Victor please give him a hearty welcome. 

 

In closing I want to thank Phil Morales and his crew for setting up and running the Lenten Stations of the Cross, as 

well as thanking all the knights who assisted handing out palms during last weekend’s masses.  Your presence at mass 

assisting in any way possible is important during these constant changing times. 

 

Happy and Blessed Easter 

 

John M. Slamkowski, Grand Knight 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
 

Brothers,  

 

Things are beginning to loosen up. Please be careful, as long as the medical folks want us to wear masks, 

wear a mask.   We still need to social distance, though, who knows, the amount of distance may soon change, 

whatever it may be. Vaccinations are being given to more people, so who knows maybe it won’t be long 

before we see each other at church or at events. 

 

Talk about things loosening up, your knights have been given permission to have a drive 

through dinner.  We are looking at April 24, so keep your eyes open for more information.  

Tickets may be on sale after Easter.  The proceeds will go to the Parish.  Hope to see you 

there or better yet, hope to see you social distant next to me as a volunteer to help. 

 

Do you know a brother in the need of help, financially or otherwise? Contact one of your 

officers, there are programs that might help. 

 

If you know of a brother you haven’t seen for a while, give him a call, see how his is doing, I am sure he will 

be glad to hear from you.   

 

God bless and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 

healthy. 

 

Ron Fiorica, Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
 

Brother Knights, please join me in welcoming our newest Knight, Victor Cortes, 18, to our Council! We 

continue to reach out to parish men and invite them to join the Knights and our Council. To make it simple 

and easy during this time of pandemic, our national Knights’ organization has an on-line 

membership Application form and bi-monthly on-line Exemplification ceremonies. Go to the 

Knights of Columbus’ website, “KofC.org/JoinUs”, and you will be taken directly to a short 

application form to fill out and submit on-line. You can also google “Knights of Columbus” 

and be taken to the Home Page where you can learn all about our extraordinary worldwide 

organization, our four guiding Principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism, and our 

Mission – i.e., What We Do for our Church, our Parish, our Community at-large, our 

Families, and fellow Brother Knights. Also you will find Knight member application Form 

100’s and info on becoming a Knight in the pamphlet rack on the north wall of the vestibule in our church. 

Our national Knights organization has also waived the $30 annual dues for all new members for this 2020-

21 Columbian year!  

 

I need your help in identifying Catholic men prospects in our parish – perhaps a brother, a brother-in-law, a 

son, a son-in-law or a friend you think might benefit by joining the Knights/our council. Please send me your 

prospect’s name and contact info to rdavid.minister@gmail.com, or call or text me on my cell at (925) 765-

0638, or my landline at (916) 352-3337.  

 

https://www.kofc.org/JoinUs
mailto:rdavid.minister@gmail.com?subject=Prospect%20Email


 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 3 

 

If you are one of our 50+ First Degree Knights and would like to advance to a Third Degree Knight, please 

contact me at the above-cited email address or phone number. We will have another in-person and on-line 

Exemplification opportunity at 10:30 AM on Saturday, April 24, 2021. Our Council has recently advanced 

several First Degree Knights to their Third Degrees through CA statewide on-line virtual Exemplification 

ceremonies. 

 

Although many of our Council’s physical activities have been curtailed due to the pandemic, consider further 

developing your spiritual life as a Knight. There are numerous on-line opportunities to join the Knights and 

our parish in Praying the Rosary on First Fridays, Adult Faith Enrichment, Eucharistic Adoration, Novenas 

for Life, etc. Our beloved St. Joseph church has now re-opened for both weekday and weekend Masses, and 

Fr. Julito recently gave us permission to host drive-by fundraiser dinners, small meetings, etc.  

 

In closing, please Remember to Pray for our dearly departed brother Knights who have gone before us, 

marked with the sign of Faith and the brotherhood of the Knights. And please remember to pray for our 

founder’s, Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s, advancement to full sainthood. 

 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

David Minister, Chancellor 
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LECTURER’S CORNER 

 

“Were You There?” 
 

 On April 1, 2021, Lent will officially be over. During these 40 days, we’ve been asked to spend more time 

in prayer, when physically possible to fast, and finally to give alms to those most in need. So how did you 

do??? 

 

Did you spend more time in prayer than you normally do? Did you find a few extra minutes 

of quiet time to pray and reflect on God’s word? Did you listen for his voice and let him do 

the talking? Or, did you start off with this great list of things you were going to do? And by 

the 3rd or 4th week of Lent, you were lucky if you still were doing a couple of your prayer 

list activities.  

 

Our Lenten list of “to do” spiritual activities is often similar to our New Year Resolutions.  

We start off with great intentions but somehow, life gets in the way and we lose our focus. Yes, Lent is a 

time of trials; Lent is a time we walk with our Lord on his way to Calvary; Lent is a time of being disciples 

of Jesus Christ; and, yes, Jesus tells us to pick up our cross and follow him. (Matthew 16:24-24)  

 

Edward Sri, in his book. Into his Likeness, lays out three struggles in our spiritual movement to discipleship. 

One, is the Upward Struggle. Our desire to strive to live as Christ wants us to live and to be disciples that 

are worthy to be called Christian. Second, is Falling Back, in our weakness and failures. And perhaps, this 

is where many of us stop.  We reach a point where we can’t wait for Lent to end so we can go back and do 

what we did before the beginning of Lent. Fr. Mark Toups says it best, “if you always do what you’ve always 

done, you’ll always get what you’ve always got.” 

 

And, so what is the Third Struggle in our spiritual movement of discipleship; it is being “Lifted by God’s 

Grace.” We often spend so much time on lamenting on what we didn’t do, rather than focusing on the good 

things we did do. Did you pray more when Lent started than before? Did you fast more and refrain from over 

eating more often than before?  Did you give alms to a stranger or friend in need at least once this Lent?  

You see, Our Lord, isn’t waiting at the top of the mountain to greet us, he is in the valley of our lives and 

wants to join us in that journey up the hill. He wants to meet us where we are and with “God’s Grace” and 

love; walk with us as we climb the hill of discipleship to be with our Heavenly Father. As Pope St. John Paul 

II says, “We are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of our Father’s love for us and 

our real capacity to become the image of his Son.” 

 

The road to discipleship is the road to Calvary. It is said that disciples are formed at the foot of the Cross. St. 

Paul of the Cross says it best, “The Cross is the way to Paradise, but only when it is borne willingly.” As 

Baptized Catholics, we are called to pick up our cross and follow Jesus.  Lent is an important time to reflect 

and pray on the journey we are all called to do. As we follow Jesus on his way to be Crucified, I can’t help 

but reflect on the song, “Were you there when they Crucified my Lord?” 

 

I often wonder, would I have followed Jesus on his way to Calvary? Would I have offered to help him carry 

his cross or would I have been like Simon, forced to help? And yet, even his disciples left him to die; Peter 

denied him three times; James, Matthew, Thomas, and all the others fled in fear and went into hiding. How 

often have we denied Jesus by choosing things over prayer, material goods over alms giving, or ego over 

love and kindness. Or do we run and hide like the disciples when asked about our faith or compromise our 
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love for God by not loving all our neighbors. Sometimes, I wonder, are we still crucifying Jesus by our lack 

of love for the marginalized and disenfranchised brothers and sisters. 

 

“Were you there when they Nailed him to a tree?” 

When I hear this phase, the first thought that comes to 

mind is the movie, “The Passion of Christ” directed by 

Mel Gibson.  I can see the image of the nails being 

driven into the hands and feet of Jesus. The pain and 

anguish that it must have been. When I think of the pain 

of my afflictions, it cannot even compare with the pain 

our Lord must have felt as they drove the nails into his 

hands and feet. And yet, how often do we drive those 

nails into our Lord when we choose not to love our 

neighbors and put Jesus in a lesser priority in our lives.  

When we sin, we pound those nails into the hands and 

feet of our Lord. 

 

“Were you there when they laid Him in the Tomb?” 

As disciples of Jesus, the tomb represents not the end of life, but, the beginning of a new eternal life. Jesus 

died for us so that we might live. Through his death and resurrection, we are given the key to everlasting life 

with our Lord and Heavenly Father. He asks but one thing: to walk as he has walked and love as he loves.  

Simple?  

 

We know that God is love and as Pope St. John Paul II tells us, “God is love. We eventually have to ask 

ourselves the question; why was Love nailed to a cross?” We are disciples of a missionary church and as 

Lent ends, let us use this Easter season to reach out to all our brothers and sisters with the love and grace our 

Lord has given us. “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for on another.” 

(Jn 13:35) 

 

And what is our mission? Pope Francis tells us, “This missionary calling is directed above all towards the 

crucified of our age – the poor, the weak, the oppressed, and those discarded by many forms of injustice.” 

As we continue our journey of discipleship, let us commit to continue to grow in our faith and to walk as 

Jesus has walked; and love as he loves us.  As the song so clearly states; “Ohh, sometimes it causes me to 

tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there…” 

 

“May the Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be always in your heart.” (St. Paul of the Cross) 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Phil Moralez, Lecturer 

Council 7241 
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https://egknights.org/index.php/en/activities-7241/family-bbq-april-24
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

01 - Donald Jamarck  

04 - Stuart Robertson  

05 - John Ricken  

07 - Brian Joseph Atienza  

07 - Eduardo Wong  

09 - Jovenal Perez  

14 - Jose Gutierrez  

14 - David Mello  

14 - Ty Sorci  

15 - Tony Duarte  

18 - William Duval Jr 

19 - Erwin Jimenez  

19 - Kevin Katt  

19 - Dennis Kerhulas  

21 - Stephen Lunsford  

23 - Thomas Kaminsky  

24 - Michael Silva  

25 - Bryan Lane  

26 - Hill Montero  

27 - Donald Gut  

29 - Clifton Bollong  

29 - Peter Castro  

30 - John Becker  

 

 

 

 

https://egknights.org/index.php/en/activities-7241/family-bbq-april-24
https://egknights.org/index.php/en/council-shop/Knights-in-Need-p217224436
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OFFICERS 2019-2020 

Grand Knight John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

Dep. Grand Knight Ron Fiorica 425-9465 

Chancellor David Minister 925-765-0638 

Warden Rafael Padilla 479-0558 

Financial Secretary Bob Guerin 530-301-1143 

Treasurer John J. Slamkowski 685-2316 

Recorder David Long 230-3211 

Advocate Jackson Campbell 205-5782 

Inside Guard Don Schulte 317-7519 

Outside Guard Dan Fua 207-7257 

Trustees 1st:  Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

 2nd:  Bill Bickler 508-3798 

 3rd:  Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS  

Roster Dennis Zanardi 509-5319 

Special Parking Curtis Greenhagen 753-7244 

Ill and Distress Dan Wayne 682-5059 

Project Ride David Long 230-3211  

Scholarship Select. Nick Garcia 720-9249  

 Paul Carrillo 686-5829  

 Bob Lanza 686-4305  

Scholarship Inv. Bill Bickler 508-3798 

KnightLife Editor David Long 230-3211 

Bar Management John M. Slamkowski 806-0901 

   

Right-To-Life Joe Madruga 685-5679 

Wearing Apparel Jorge Rodriguez 208-0692 

Birthdays/Anniversaries Cliff Bollong 685-7284 

   

APPOINTED POSITIONS    

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Julito R. Orpilla 685-3681 

 Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Fernando Meza 655-3681 

 Lecturer Phil Moralez 685-4840 
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DECEASED BROTHER KNIGHTS 
MSGR. RAYMOND RENWALD COUNCIL # 7241  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, let us pray that we may ever be united in Charity, that God may bless our work, aid us to keep our 

pledge for greater glory, and that He may grant eternal peace to the souls of the departed Brothers. 
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